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1             P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                                     9:22 a.m.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  It is Wednesday, October 14,

4 2015.  The time is 09:22.  We are at the -- in Miami at

5 the District Seven Command Center and we are here to

6 interview Captain Todd Coggeshall who was the SAR

7 Mission Coordinator for the El Faro sinking.

8                 And the first thing we will do is we will go

9 around the table for the transcriber, so they know our

10 voices.  This is Jon Furukawa, the NTSB.

11                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Patricia Finsterbusch,

12 TOTE  Services.

13                 MR. BRYSON:  Dennis Bryson, American Bureau

14 of Shipping.

15                 MR. WEBB:  Paul Webb, U.S. Coast Guard.

16                 CDR   Commander  CG JAG,

17 representative of Captain Coggeshall.

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Captain Todd Coggeshall,

19 SAR Mission Coordinator for the El Faro case.

20                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Thank you, Captain. 

21 Can you give us your background information?  How old

22 you are and how long you have been in the Coast Guard

23 and what those -- what jobs you have had in the Coast

24 Guard?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  I'm 46 years of
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1 age.  I went to the Coast Guard Academy in 1987 and

2 graduated in 1991.  I was an operation's officer on --

3 and deck watch officer on the Coast Guard Cutter Salvia

4 and Coast Guard Cutter Sweetgum from '91 to '93.  I was

5 part of Law Enforcement Detachment Mobile and made a

6 number of deployments on Navy frigates before going to

7 flight school.  I went to Navy Flight School in

8 Pensacola and left flight school in 1995.

9                 And I went to Coast Guard Air Station

10 Traverse City where I did a four year tour as a Search

11 and Rescue Pilot.  From Traverse City I went to Polar

12 Operations in Mobile, Alabama.  I was there for three

13 years.  I made two trips to Antarctica, two trips --

14 well, three trips to Alaska and the Arctic and then

15 from there I went to Air Station Port Angeles,

16 Washington where I was a Search and Rescue Duty

17 Standard, an instructor pilot for four years.

18                 I was the H-65 Platform Manager at

19 Headquarters for two years.  And then I went to Coast

20 Guard Air Station Savannah as the operations officer

21 and executive officer.  And from there I became Admiral

22 Neptune's Executive Assistant, first -- in the First

23 District for one year and then two years in Washington,

24 D.C. where he was the Assistant Commandant of Human

25 Resources. 
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1                 And I came to Miami as the Chief of Incident

2 Response Management in 2000 -- what year is it now?  It

3 was just a year and a half ago.

4                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  So it would have been

6 '14.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Paul, do you want to

8 do your background questions?

9                 MR. WEBB:  Yes.  Hi, Captain.  I just want

10 to do this to kind of set for these guys what SMC is. 

11 So to start out, how many SMCs do you have here in D-7?

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We currently have two

13 SMCs in D-7, myself and Mr. Christopher Eddy, the D-7

14 SAR Technical Specialist.

15                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  And who takes the most

16 calls?

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We alternate week-

18 on/week- off.  It is our typical pattern changing out

19 on Tuesday to allow the cases from over the weekend to

20 be resolved.

21                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  And so how long have you

22 been designated as SMC?

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Since I got here, so that

24 would have been 2014, summer of 2014, so about a year

25 and a half.
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1                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And my previous SAR

3 experience beyond just being a Search and Rescue Duty

4 Standing Pilot is I was Senior Duty Officer at Coast

5 Guard Group Air Station Port Angeles for four years.

6                 MR. BRYSON:  And that's when it was a group?

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Correct.

8                 MR. BRYSON:  So they --

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  We had four small

10 boats stationed --

11                 MR. WEBB:  You had regular -- 

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- and eight cutters that

13 worked for us.

14                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  The training to become

15 SMC, can you explain what you have to do?  What is a

16 requirement?

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The requirement is

18 essentially you have to have a background in Search and

19 Rescue and do the Search and Rescue Supervisor's

20 course, which is a week long course at Training Center

21 Yorktown or the minimal qualifications and a lot of

22 that is based on background in Search and Rescue and

23 Response.

24                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  Did you go to --

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Part of that.
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1                 MR. BRYSON:  -- Maritime Search Planning at

2 any point?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I did not go to Maritime

4 Search Planning.  I did the Coast Guard Correspondence

5 course in 1992.  Yes, 1992 when you could still take it

6 through the institute.  And as a Duty Standing

7 Helicopter Aircraft Commander, one of the prerequisites

8 is to have the SAR Fundamentals course.

9                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  And then you went to SAR

10 Supervisor in 2014?

11                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I went in 2014 and I had

12 been previously when I was at Air Station Port Angeles. 

13 I can't recall the -- or Group Air Station Port

14 Angeles.  Yes, I have been twice.

15                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  And who designates SMC?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The SAR Coordinator.

17                 MR. WEBB:  And the SAR Coordinator is?

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Admiral Buschman, the

19 District Seven Commander who is also the head of Rescue

20 Coordination Center, Miami.

21                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  All right.  That's all I

22 got.

23                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Any other questions for

24 background?  Okay.  Let's see, can you describe your

25 position, you know, or positions?  You know, how you
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1 are SAR Mission Coordinator and the Incident Management

2 Branch Chief?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  So as the Incident

4 Management Branch Chief, under the old District

5 architecture is -- was the Chief of Search and Rescue

6 for the District.  I'm also in charge of pollution

7 response within the District and anything that really

8 doesn't fit underneath the law enforcement umbrella

9 that the Coast Guard may respond to.

10                 The hurricane in the Bahamas, the flooding

11 in South Carolina are examples of things that we were

12 involved concurrently with the El Faro incident.

13                 In that role, the Command Center works for

14 me, so I'm responsible for the 36 individuals that man

15 the Command Center there, their training and

16 performance.  In addition, I have got the Disaster

17 Response Assistant Team.  The DRAT works for me as well

18 as the IMPA, which is the Incident Management Policy

19 Advisor.  He is my nexus to the RRTs, the Regional

20 Response Teams, FEMA Region IV, FEMA Region II,

21 etcetera.  And I also have the District Seven Aviation

22 Resources Manager works for me as well.  So I

23 coordinate the deployment and use of aircraft

24 throughout D-7.

25                 And our op area, I don't know if this has
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1 been stated before, but our op area is quite extensive. 

2 It's from the North Carolina/South Carolina border,

3 Georgia, all of Florida around the Apalachicola and

4 then we cover the Caribbean from the Yucatan to the

5 north coast of South America.  So about 1.8 million

6 square miles.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And let's see, for the

8 day of the 1st, that was a Thursday, correct?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

10                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So on Thursday, what time did

11 you arrive at work?

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I typically arrive at

13 work at 7:00.

14                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And what time were you

15 scheduled to work?  That's just your regular?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That's my normal hours. 

17 I arrive pretty much every morning between 7:00 and

18 7:05.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And how late is your -

20 - are your normal days?

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, 17:30, 18:00.  And

22 then on call after that.

23                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Do you remember what

24 time you worked until that Monday?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I do not.  I recall that
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1 it was fairly late, because there was a lot going on.

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Were there any other

3 emergencies that were being handled by the Command

4 Center for the 1st?

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  On Thursday, there

6 were two other cases of note beyond the SS El Faro. 

7 Now, we had the motor vessel, Minouche that sank with

8 12 persons on-board 40 miles north of Port-de-Paix,

9 Haiti.  We had three amber vessels respond and the H-60

10 out of Great Inagua recovered all the survivors out of

11 the life raft over the course of, I think it was, about

12 eight hours with an aircraft swap in the middle.

13                 And then we also had a Medevac off of a

14 cruise ship of an individual that suffered a stroke

15 earlier in the day that was too far away for us to be

16 of assistance and it was outside of the normal window

17 for response.  So as that ship steamed closer though,

18 it was reported that the victim had a second stroke and

19 was within range of transport.  So we did a Medevac off

20 the cruise ship that night.

21                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And that was by Hilo?

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That was by Hilo.

23                 MR. WEBB:  I just want to clarify the date. 

24 Captain Coggeshall, could you clarify the date on that? 

25 You said the Monday.  Are we talking about the --
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The 1st.

2                 MR. WEBB:  October 1st?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

4                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

6                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

7                 MR. BRYSON:  I think --

8                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Thursday.

9                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Thursday.

10                 MR. BRYSON:  -- the 1st was --

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  It was Thursday.  Thursday,

12 October 1st.

13                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Thursday, October 1st,

14 correct.

15                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Right.  

16                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And there may have been a

18 few other minor cases, but I don't recall those.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  So when did you become

20 aware of the El Faro incident?

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I became aware actually

22 very early, because I arrived at, like I said, about

23 7:00 and immediately after OS2  (phonetic)

24 became aware of the case.  He notified me and we

25 discussed options and the weather and how we were going
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1 to proceed.  And I know that the El Faro was briefed to

2 the Admiral at the morning brief at 8:15.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So 8:15?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  8:15, yes.

5                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Who briefed the Admiral?

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:    He would

7 have briefed the Admiral as part of the standard

8 morning brief.  So the CDO would get up.  He gives the

9 general information about who is on leave, who is TAD

10 from the senior staff or commands, whether we would

11 have briefed Hurricane Joaquin, at that point, and then

12 they go around to each of the OU Watch Standers and

13 they brief their particular desks.

14                 So  would have briefed any open, ongoing

15 SAR cases, including the SS El Faro.  And then law

16 enforcement intel and blue forces would have been

17 briefed.

18                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

19                 MR. BRYSON:  Would the command center

20 morning brief be done in the Command center?

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It is.

22                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So the Admiral goes and

23 bounces around from each or his groups, I guess, and

24 that's his--

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.
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1                 MR. FURUKAWA:  -- Command Center morning

2 brief?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  He gets an operational

4 update from all the watch positions in the morning.

5                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And that's a regular--

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That happens Monday

7 through Friday.

8                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Okay.  And that was at

9 8:15.  Okay.  At 8:15 was that still an alert or was

10 that a distress?

11                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We would have moved that

12 into the distress category by then, because we had the

13 EPIRB alert prior to that.  I believe that was around

14 7:30, 7:33, if my memory serves me correct, that we had

15 to register, but unlocated EPIRB a hit which

16 corresponded to the conversation that OS2  had

17 had with the SS El Faro's agent or security officer

18 about the condition of the vessel.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And any questions so

20 far?

21                 MR. BRYSON:  No.

22                 MR. WEBB:  Captain, after you received all

23 the briefs on the case, what guidance?  What was your

24 first guidance to your watch standers on how to

25 proceed?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Well, first, guidance

2 was-- because we had had the phone conversation with

3 the security officer, I knew that the El Faro was

4 disabled.  I knew that she had taken on some water, but

5 did not know how much.  I knew that she had a 15 degree

6 list to port, which was very concerning to me given the

7 sea conditions that she would have been experiencing

8 and not being able to get her head into the sea.

9                 My first priority was to, which I made the

10 watch standers first priority, try and establish some

11 form of communication with the vessel to determine the

12 nature of distress and the seriousness of the distress. 

13 So we started trying to call her on MR SatC (phonetic). 

14 I know the company was sending her Telexes.  And we did

15 a -- we put out an EGC and we did a surface picture

16 right then and found that there wasn't another vessel

17 within 100 nautical miles of the El Faro.

18                 One vessel that we did found -- did find, we

19 contacted and the master said, as it was relayed to me,

20 you know this is third-hand information, but it was

21 relayed to me that "I'm more than willing to make call-

22 outs for you, but there is no way I'm going over

23 there."

24                 MR. BRYSON:  Was that the Emerald Express?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I don't know the name of
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1 the vessel.

2                 MR. BRYSON:  The one at South Crooked

3 Island?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I just know that he was

5 not willing to go into the storm.  And then I was like

6 well, we knew that the eye of the hurricane was over

7 Samana Cay and El Faro's last known position was 25

8 nautical miles north of that north/northeast of that

9 position.

10                 We weren't going to be able to get one of

11 our aircraft in there, but I knew the Air Force had no

12 regular flying Hurricane Hunters in there, so we

13 reached out to both National Hurricane Center and to

14 the Weather Reconnaissance Squadron out of Keesler Air

15 Force Base and requested them to go to the last known

16 position of the El Faro and make call-outs for.  And we

17 had two or three Hurricane Hunter aircraft that did

18 that for us.

19                 And we were having the discussions with the

20 air station and with my aviation resources manager of

21 what the capabilities of, you know, the C-130 and the

22 CASA (phonetic) were for penetrating a hurricane and

23 getting on-scene ourselves.

24                 MR. BRYSON:  So you had H models in

25 Clearwater, right?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes, but we also had--

2                 MR. BRYSON:  J models?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- J models from

4 Elizabeth City that were in Clearwater for storm

5 avoidance.

6                 MR. BRYSON:  Now, are they any more capable

7 for going in the rougher weather or about the same?

8                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Well, they are newer.

9                 MR. BRYSON:  Yes.

10                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  But I don't -- I think

11 air frame-wise, they are very similar aircraft.  Two-

12 thirds of the parts from a C-130H are directly

13 correspondent to what's on a C-130J.  It's -- my

14 understanding is that a lot of it is just avionics and

15 how smart the aircraft is essentially.  Different

16 props, those kind of things.

17                 MR. BRYSON:  More external things.

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I don't know.

19                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  To have to run through

20 that.  All right.  Captain, did you say that the vessel

21 you made contact with, which we were told was the

22 Emerald Express, was 25 nautical miles south of the

23 last known position of the El Faro?

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, no.  That vessel was

25 over 100 nautical miles away.  El Faro was north of
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1 Samana Cay in the Bahamas.

2                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  About 25 miles.  And we

4 were watching the news and the weather and they were

5 reporting the eye of the hurricane was right over top

6 of Samana Cay.  And the Hurricane Hunter aircraft was

7 reporting 120 mile an hour surface winds at the time. 

8 And if my memory serves me correctly, that they were

9 projecting the seas were 20 to 30 feet at the time. 

10 And they were unable -- they couldn't do a visual

11 search because of their mission profile and their

12 surface search radar was because of the heavy

13 precipitation and the sea state, they weren't able to

14 get a good surface picture to determine whether or not

15 the SS El Faro as still on the surface.

16                 MR. BRYSON:  Do you recall the approximate

17 time you all made contact with the other vessel?

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I do not, but I know it

19 was fairly early on, because that's our standard

20 response.  I have got a disabled shrimping vessel 600

21 miles off of Fort Pierce right now and the first thing

22 we do is an EGC and a Surpic to find out who might be

23 out there to render assistance.

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  What's the EGC stand for?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I believe it is Emergency
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1 Group Calling.  It's --

2                 MR. WEBB:  It's MR SatC.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.

4                 MR. WEBB:  Safety Net Message.  Neuro-safety

5 net, right, for surface sat?

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And anything else?  I

8 was going to ask you, but you already answered it, were

9 you familiar with the other status in the area relative

10 to the ship's position?  What was the weather status at

11 the time that the call was received?

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It was not good and

13 getting worse.

14                 MR. BRYSON:  Captain, the status force, what

15 was your force?  Lay down what you have in B-0 and

16 before it deployed or what did you have ready to go?

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We had two H-60

18 helicopters as part of Operation Bahamas Turks and

19 Caicos in Great Inagua.  And we had made -- we had

20 already made the determination based on the track of

21 the storm that we were not going to move those

22 aircraft.  We were still discussing whether or not it

23 was going to be necessary to move the H-60 to the floor

24 deployed to AUTEC.

25                 MR. FURUKAWA:  To where?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  What's that?

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Move it to where?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We were to move it back

4 to Air Station Miami.

5                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  But I believe it was that

7 morning that we had determined, based on the track of

8 the storm and the probability cone, that they should be

9 outside of it and we were going to leave it in place. 

10 Then we have got our air station at Opa-Locka that has

11 HC-144 Fixed Wing Aircraft and H-60 Dolphins and then

12 Air Station Clearwater is our C-130 unit.  Well, LAN

13 area is C-130 unit, but it's based on D-7.  And they

14 have H-60 aircraft as well.

15                 But based on the track of the storm, we

16 weren't planning on moving any of those aircraft.  And

17 we had, as I previously stated, two Elizabeth City C-

18 130Js that had deployed to Air Station Clearwater for

19 potential storm avoidance.  And we also had an extra H-

20 60 aircraft that was supposed to be deployed to D-7 for

21 a counter-drug mission, but we held them up in Savannah

22 in anticipation of potentially things getting worse in

23 either Georgia or the Carolinas.

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  During this time period,

25 besides the B-0 aircraft, do the air stations identify
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1 crews like a B-2 or ready to go if, you know,

2 situations occur that you need extra air crews during

3 and change in normal ops because of the storm?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes, there was.  I can't

5 recall when the decision was made.  Actually, I think

6 it was Friday.  I'm pretty sure it was Friday.  We were

7 supposed to do -- we were doing a logistics flight into

8 Great Inagua and we brought two extra H-60 crews into

9 Great Inagua, essentially doubling up there.  And we

10 also positioned another H-60 crew in AUTEC.  So we had

11 twice the number of crews that we normally have forward

12 deployed.

13                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Where was the second place?

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Up in AUTEC.

15                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Where is that?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It's a facility in the

17 northern Bahamas.  I can't remember.  It's an acronym. 

18 I can't remember what it stands for.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  A-L-T?

20                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  A-U-T-E-C.

21                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And there was one

22 extra crew sent there?

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  There was an

24 extra crew sent there as well.  We were anticipating,

25 in addition to the SS El Faro response, that there was
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1 going to be additional Search and Rescue and requests

2 from the government of the Bahamas for assistance.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  This is before the Minouche? 

4 Just kind of all this happens or --

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I can't specifically

6 recall.  I believe all these crews came into play.  I

7 believe they were all positioned on Friday.

8                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  But I can't specifically

10 recall.  It was very early in the case though.

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Because we knew between

13 potentially what was going on in the -- the potential

14 in the Bahamas in the El Faro case that we were going

15 to need to sustain operations for a longer period of

16 time.  And due to crew requirements, after you fly six

17 hours or more, that crew is no longer available, so I

18 wanted to be able -- I wanted to be sure that we were

19 able to continue to cycle through air crews as we

20 needed.

21                 MR. BRYSON:  How much time off do they need

22 after they fly?

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It -- well, for six hours

24 it's 10 hours off.  And then there are gates beyond

25 that that are established in our operations manual that
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1 that time off becomes progressively longer, the longer

2 that you stay in the air.

3                 MR. WEBB:  Captain, do you recall when you

4 were briefed on the El Faro and you said it was

5 disabled?  Did you know if it had lost power and

6 propulsion or --

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

8                 MR. WEBB:  -- what was your understanding?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I knew that when I was

10 initially briefed, the initial brief was that the

11 vessel was on its emergency generator was what I was

12 told.  And obviously, as the day went on on Friday and

13 we weren't able to establish communication, my

14 apprehension was going up because we couldn't -- there

15 was no way of knowing if the vessel had sank or if she

16 just lost all of her antennas, which in those kind of

17 conditions, you know, is a distinct possibility that

18 everything on the mast had disappeared and she was just

19 floating out there dead ship.

20                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  That was Thursday?

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That was Thursday.

22                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Okay.  You said Friday. 

23 I just wanted to --

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, I'm sorry.

25                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Yes.
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I'm sorry, yes.  That was

2 Thursday.

3                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Thursday.

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  So by sunset on Thursday,

5 I really wanted to get out there and Joaquin was just

6 not cooperating.  It just would not move.

7                 MR. BRYSON:  So I guess we're moving on

8 towards the end of Day 1.

9                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Right.  Any other questions

10 for Day 1?

11                 MR. WEBB:  What's another way you get

12 briefed for the weather?  This is Paul Webb.  Make sure

13 you start doing that.  Briefed on the storm and the

14 updates, what's your normal weather source for that

15 information?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Our normal weather source

17 is the National Hurricane Center is the primary

18 authoritative source looking at the track, the cone,

19 the discussion.  The discussion actually is very

20 helpful in understanding what they are thinking as far

21 as storm intensity track and influencing factors on the

22 track of the storm.

23                 In addition to that, also, you know, I like

24 to go to weatherunderground and see what Dr. Masters is

25 saying about the storms and where they are potentially
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1 headed as well.

2                 MR. WEBB:  So when you departed the Command

3 Center, what were your instructions to the staff there?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The instructions to the

5 staff were -- my intentions for moving forward to

6 continue to use the Hurricane Hunter aircraft to try to

7 establish communications with the vessel.  Get Air

8 Station Clearwater -- since the storm was supposed to

9 start moving in a more northerly direction on Friday,

10 it was to get an Air Station Clearwater C-130 to come

11 down basically to the west coast of Florida through the

12 Florida Straits and try and get in behind the storm on

13 the navigable side of the storm and see if we could

14 penetrate the storm.  And I really, really wanted to

15 get to the vicinity of the last known position of the

16 vessel, based on their last AIS hit and the last

17 conversation with the vessel's agent security officer.

18                 And then that was primarily it, because I

19 didn't think there was a way to get a helicopter in

20 there.  I thought the C-130 was our best bet because

21 it's a bigger, heavier aircraft and the Hurricane

22 Hunters have been flying their C-130s in the storm,

23 albeit at a much higher altitude than what our mission

24 profile is.

25                 MR. WEBB:  And at that point were the -- was
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1 the SRU, I guess, was he doing the search planning?

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, the OU SAR?

3                 MR. WEBB:  Yes.

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  Yeah, we

5 established, basically, you know, the four corner

6 points of a box around the last known position where we

7 believed the El Faro to be.  And at that point, you

8 know, I was primarily hoping that we were going to get

9 out there and find a vessel, that ship, and then

10 establish some method of communication with them.  And

11 if they had located the vessel, then I would have had

12 them stay overhead as much as possible to, you know,

13 basically, keep tabs on them because in the conditions

14 that were being reported, conducting a rescue would

15 have been very, very difficult if not impossible, based

16 on, you know, the outcome of our later H-60 flight that

17 I sent north on Friday.

18                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Patty, first day?

19                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  I was in our Search and

20 Rescue, so I was taking notes.

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

22                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  And so I have done it at

23 20:00.

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And you -- TOTE had

25 already, at that point, hired three tugs --
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1                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Right.

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- to head to the last

3 known position.

4                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  We hired two and a third

5 was going on its own, but, yes.

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  With a three day

7 ETA.

8                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Yes.  So at 20:00, I

9 think you were still there because that's where I have

10 your name down for like the first time and it said --

11                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I guess I worked late.

12                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  -- you did.  So there was

13 a joint conference.  You got contacted with

14 DSAT(phonetic) Public Affairs, another vessel 50 miles

15 east making call-outs, no response.  

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, maybe that was it.

17                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  I guess the Hurricane

18 Hunters were giving us an hour, hour and a half time to

19 look around.

20                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Um-hum.

21                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  The C-130 SJH Clearwater

22 was going to be providing something in the a.m.

23 tomorrow.  It says -- then I have D-7 Command Center

24 primary point of contact stand-up incident tomorrow

25 a.m.  What does that mean?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We -- because we had --

2 knew that this was going to be a big case, we knew that

3 the Bahamas was potentially going to be an issue.  We

4 stood up.  We have got an Incident Management Team that

5 comes in to help manage operations, resources,

6 documentation, those types of things.  And based on

7 our-- so we stood up a modified IMT with a resources

8 unit leader and situation unit leader, because there is

9 a lot of pull for information from up the chain of

10 command as well, so they help manage that and provide

11 that information up to LAN area.

12                 In addition based on our experience with the

13 Jupiter Inlet case and the number of calls to the

14 Command Center and media interest, we also -- I also

15 stood up for the day watch to augment the watch with an

16 additional operations unit SAR Coordinator, so it would

17 have one for the El Faro case and one for everything

18 else that was happening within the District.  And then

19 also additional supervisory staff to assist the command

20 duty officer.

21                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  Captain, the

22 IMT staff, those people come from where and what's

23 their qualifications?

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  They are qualified in,

25 basically, the incident command system and they are
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1 pulled throughout the District to fill those positions. 

2 Primarily, the D-7 IMT is trained and exercised in

3 response to a hurricane.  So they were trained and

4 ready to deal primarily, I would say, with the --

5 whatever response we were going to do in the Bahamas

6 and assist with managing the administrative items for

7 the El Faro case.

8                 Whereas, the Command Center proper and our

9 normal watch standards would focus on the Search and

10 Rescue.

11                 MR. WEBB:  Thanks.

12                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So what were the job titles

13 again that the Command IMT --

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  A situation unit leader

15 and resources unit leader.

16                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  And when you left the

17 Command Center that evening on the first day --

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Um-hum.

19                 MR. WEBB:  -- do you still maintain the SMC?

20                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  I had a SAR

21 Information Coordinator for the Seventh District

22 through the following Thursday.

23                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  Okay.  

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Did you get any calls that

25 night --
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  -- while you --

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  Yeah, particularly,

4 the motor vessel, Minouche, case.  I was called for the

5 launch of the Great Inagua 60 and then updated on the

6 case at least once during the night.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And can you tell us

8 about the second day now, which would be October 2nd?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  October 2nd, so Friday,

10 October 2nd, as requested, Air Station Clearwater

11 launched their C-130.  They made their way around the

12 storm.  Felt their way into it.  They initially came in

13 at -- my understanding is, as a relatively high

14 altitude, but then let down to visual conditions.  And

15 by visual conditions, I mean, you know, one to two

16 miles visibility and heavy rain and spray.  I believe

17 they were down around, I believe, 3,000 feet, but I'm

18 not entirely sure on that altitude.

19                 Reported hundred knot plus winds, heavy

20 seas, lots of spray and foam, white caps making search

21 -- the search conditions very, very challenging. 

22 Initially, I didn't -- I had not thought that they had

23 gotten a visual, but they did.  They believe they were

24 being an effective search asset, so they stayed on

25 scene. 
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1                 Conditions were so rough that fasteners were

2 falling out of the overhead of the aircraft in the

3 cockpit, so things were shaking loose.  We discussed

4 whether or not we wanted to recover them to Naval

5 Station Guantanamo Bay or to bring them back to Opa-

6 Locka.

7                 Now, Naval Station Guantanamo Bay was

8 instrument in flight rules at the time and there is not

9 really a good instrument approach into Guantanamo Bay. 

10 And we weren't sure whether or not the aircraft was

11 going to exceed its Cross 1 limits going in there, so

12 the decision was made to send them back to Opa-Locka to

13 refuel and return for a second sortee.

14                 The aircraft landed, refueled and once they

15 had completed refueling and were getting ready to

16 launch for their second sortee, the aircraft developed

17 a fuel leak, something had been bent during their

18 flight through the storm and it was not going to be a

19 quick fix.  I'm not -- I don't remember exactly what

20 was leaking, but it wasn't going to be a quick fix.

21                 By that time, it was fairly late in the

22 afternoon and I knew that if I launched a C-130 out of

23 Clearwater to replace them, that they would not be on-

24 scene prior to darkness.  And I didn't.

25                 Looking at the operational risk assessment
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1 and the conditions that the first crew had been flying

2 in for a prolonged period of time, I did not feel that

3 we could be an effective search platform and we would

4 be putting that second crew in unnecessary risk.  I did

5 decide that we were going to give -- make an effort

6 with the H-60 out of Great Inagua, so we launched them. 

7 I wanted them to fly up the islands, the Crookeds, Long

8 Island, look for, you know, potential survivors or

9 signs of distress on the islands and try to make their

10 way up to the last known position of the El Faro.

11                 The eye of the hurricane was still sitting

12 right there in the vicinity of El Faro's last known

13 position.  And they only managed to get within about

14 100 nautical miles to the last known position of the El

15 Faro before they had to turn back due to the weather

16 conditions.

17                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And what kind of weather

18 conditions did the Hilo describe?

19                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I don't know that.  I

20 just know that for an H-60 to turn back is saying

21 something.  But I don't think it was passed to me what

22 they were actually seeing.  But if you are seeing 100

23 knot winds and you are in a helicopter that does 140

24 knots, you may be only making 100 -- you may be only

25 making 40 knots over the ground.  So fuel becomes an
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1 issue, turbulence would have been pretty severe I would

2 imagine.

3                 The limit -- operating limits for both the

4 H-60 and the C-130, by any Coast Guard aircraft for

5 that matter, is moderate turbulence, which is

6 essentially you are starting to get tossed around in

7 the cockpit and controlled flight is not always --

8 well, it's an FAA definition.

9                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Any other questions

10 for the --

11                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Patty Finsterbusch.  So

12 this is Day 2.  The storm is still sitting right there.

13                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

14                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Were you still -- your

15 main focus was still a ship, correct?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  I was primarily

17 trying to determine whether or not it was still afloat,

18 but our search objects for the -- for Friday until the

19 night -- Sunday night was ship, lifeboat, liferafts.

20                 And then the one thing that I neglected to

21 mention was Coast Guard Cutter Northland was our

22 nearest surface asset.  She was south of Guantanamo

23 Bay.  We started -- we wanted to move her north in

24 behind the storm as rapidly as possible.  Originally,

25 she was at 70 percent fuel.  The CO wanted to pull in
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1 the Guantanamo Bay Thursday night to take on fuel.

2                 We were unable to arrange that and it became

3 a moot point when motor vessel Minouche reported that

4 she had a 30 degree list and was making preparations to

5 abandon ship.  Northland responded to that case in

6 addition to the amber vessels and when that case

7 wrapped up, she steamed back south.  She definitely

8 needed fuel at that point, so she steamed back south to

9 Guantanamo Bay, pulled in first thing on Friday, got

10 gas and started heading north as conditions would allow

11 her to.

12                 And then we also took Coast Guard Cutter

13 Resolute, which was operating south of Puerto Rico, at

14 the time, and started pushing her over to Guantanamo

15 Bay to pick up the -- we wanted her to pick up the H-

16 65, get fuel and then follow Northland north up into

17 the search area.  I believe that decision was made on

18 Friday as well.  Okay.  Patty?  Paul?

19                 MR. WEBB:  So Friday?

20                 MR. BRYSON:  You answered all my questions

21 I'm not even asking them.

22                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

23                 MR. WEBB:  So I guess, this is Paul Webb,

24 Friday, Saturday, when did you start seriously thinking

25 that the vessel had sunk?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I knew it was an option

2 on Thursday.  Friday, I started to believe that there

3 was a strong likelihood because we -- over 24 hours had

4 passed.  I could not imagine that if the vessel was

5 still afloat-- I was having a hard time imagining that

6 if the vessel was still afloat that we would not have

7 managed to gain some sort of communications with it,

8 having been, you know, gotten the last known position,

9 but also trying to figure out though where that --

10 where the vessel was.

11                 Recognizing that it was disabled and adrift

12 in a Category 3 intensifying Category 4 hurricane,

13 there was still the possibility that we just hadn't

14 found it.  That it was a dark ship and that the

15 hurricane was pulling the vessel along with it

16 essentially.  So I couldn't conclusively rule out that

17 the vessel was not there, because search conditions

18 were such.  And our electronic searches were being

19 hampered by the weather.

20                 But there was also -- I also knew of a

21 secret piece of information that was passed to me

22 through the Intel Section on Thursday that caused me

23 concern.  

24                 MR. WEBB:  And was that ever ruled out?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  What's that?
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1                 MR. WEBB:  That piece of information.

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, but I had -- there

3 was conflicting information.  I mean, there was

4 conflicting information at the time as well.  Like that

5 date time stamp on that information compared to the

6 last date time stamp on the last AIS hit on the vessel

7 at 8:00 or 8:04 or something like that on Thursday.

8                 The company had reported at some point later

9 in the case that they had had a container tracker hit

10 at 04:00 that it wasn't clarified until later in the

11 case that that would have been -- that that was

12 actually 04:00 Thursday morning.  And there was other

13 information out there that could have possibly led us

14 to believe that the vessel was still afloat.

15                 So the stuff that was coming from the Intel

16 side of the house was contradicting itself.  So based

17 on that --

18                 MR. BRYSON:  Unreliable.

19                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- I considered it

20 unreliable and I had to conduct my search in such a

21 manner as to either confirm the ship was still afloat

22 or rule that possibility out.

23                 MR. WEBB:  Did you ever hear the voice

24 recording from TOTE, the safety manager?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I did not hear that
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1 conversation.

2                 MR. WEBB:  Did any of the watch standers

3 hear that?  Do you know?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Not to my knowledge.

5                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I know the information

7 was relayed from TOTE.

8                 MR. WEBB:  Yes.

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And it was passed to me,

10 but I did not specifically listen to the voice

11 recording.

12                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  So none of the Command

13 Center, SARs, planners or yourself heard those tapes?

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, not to my knowledge.

15                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  But the information was -

17 - that was relayed to us, I know we are jumping around

18 I just keep remembering things, was that there was a

19 scuttle to the No. 3 hull that was open or failed,

20 there was some flooding.  They managed to secure that. 

21 The vessel had a 15 degree list and they were disabled,

22 but the vessel was stable.  They were optimistic that

23 they were going to be able to dewater it.  And that the

24 crew was calm and attending to their duties

25 appropriately.
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1                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  That is what was

2 related to you, the message?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  That's what was

4 related to me through the watch stander who had the

5 conversation with the ship security officer.  And that

6 was going to be -- that was the first briefing that I

7 received on Thursday, 1 October.  And it was also

8 relayed that they were going to light off their EPIRB

9 and other distress signals, so that we would know what

10 their location was.

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  So when we got the

13 registered unlocated 4:06 EPIRB hit, it wasn't a

14 surprise.

15                 MR. BRYSON:  Right.

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The fact that it didn't

17 keep going off though was a surprise.  And we never got

18 a resolution, geographic resolution position for it.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So after the second day, do

20 you remember what time you left work on the second day,

21 October 2nd?

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I would say it was after

23 8:00.

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Pretty much for the rest
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1 of the case, I was leaving work after 8:00 until its

2 conclusion.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  The sun wasn't up when you

4 left the building?

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

6                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

8                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Did you get any calls that

9 Friday night?

10                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, but before I left on

11 Friday, the habit became, you know, the last thing I

12 did -- well, not the last thing because the watch

13 changes at 18:00, was I would get the watch together in

14 the Command Center.  We would review what we did during

15 the day, what was found and where and then I would lay

16 out on the whiteboard, you know, my Search Action Plan

17 for the next, you know, 24 hours, specifically,

18 primarily what we were going to do up front in the

19 morning, because my goal was to, you know, as

20 conditions improved, to push as many assets into the

21 search area, you know, as was safe to do so.

22                 So on Friday, that's when we had indications

23 that the storm was finally going to -- it made a slight

24 shift to the west.  I think it was moving at like less

25 than 3 miles an hour, but it was expected to turn to
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1 the north and increase speed on Saturday.  

2                 So we already knew that our search planning

3 tool, SAROPS was not effective for the conditions,

4 because nobody had (A) considered, you know, the likely

5 scenario of having adrift a vessel larger than 300

6 feet, because well, you are just going to see it with

7 the sensors that we have.  And it's such a large search

8 object, it should be pretty easy to locate.

9                 And then the environmental data for drifting

10 an object topped out at, essentially, 40 knots of wind. 

11 Although in conversations with program, we determined

12 that there was a way to put 80 knots of wind in, but I

13 think I found that out a day later or so.

14                 So basically, thanks to the Coast Guard

15 Institute, the SAR course that I took when I was at

16 Anson and I knew the basics of search planning the old

17 fashioned way which is, you know, objects in the wind

18 drift within, you know, a 45 degree vector headed

19 downwind and that's, basically, a minimum/maximum

20 solution.  So I used the last known position of the El

21 Faro as my min.  We took that 40 knots of wind driven

22 current drift, because I figured that the hurricane was

23 going to be the biggest factor that ocean currents were

24 not going to be the driving force for the drift of the

25 vessel or the liferafts or lifeboat, so I basically ran
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1 the drift at 40 knots told them to multiply it by 3 and

2 apply it in a northeast direction, which was basically

3 the direction the storm came from and was heading out

4 again so -- I figured whatever the storm was going to

5 pull anything on the surface with it.

6                 So I had them lay out three C-130 boxes. 

7 The first being positioned over the last known position

8 of the vessel and then tiled them outward towards

9 Hurricane Joaquin.  And then we had, I believe, a Navy

10 P-8 available that first day as well, so we used them

11 to overlay the C-130 boxes because I wanted to use

12 their superior surface search capability to look for

13 the ship, so they would fly at a higher altitude,

14 whereas the C-130s -- although I wanted them to find

15 the ship, I was primarily focused on them trying to

16 locate liferafts, lifeboats.

17                 So we got -- the Air Station Clearwater was

18 out there at first light.  A second C-130 was out there

19 shortly thereafter and Hurricane Joaquin did not move

20 as far north as I had expected or wanted it to do and

21 the eye wall of the hurricane was still in my third

22 northeastern most search area, so we had to shift that

23 box to the south and I shifted it to the west.

24                 And we also put up the Great Inagua H-60 to

25 do shoreline searches of all the islands in the
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1 vicinity.  I was particularly interested in Samana Cay,

2 Rum Cay, San Salvador and to a lesser extent Long

3 Island and the Crookeds, but I wanted to see if

4 anything or anyone had made it to shore.

5                 MR. WEBB:  Is that your PowerPoint of the

6 drift?

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Well, it doesn't have the

8 drift on it.  One of the things that I told the watch

9 because I knew this was potentially a big case was I

10 wanted to make sure that we were building -- we do a

11 Next of Kin PowerPoint for all our cases.  All we have

12 to do next is kin notification, so we can show them

13 what the Coast Guards' search efforts were throughout

14 the case and be able to explain our rationale to the

15 families as to why we did what we did and basically

16 bring them along our decision making process to suspend

17 a case.

18                 So I knew that this was going to be a really

19 potentially big case with not -- with potentially not a

20 good outcome, so I wanted to make sure that we were

21 doing this every night updating this PowerPoint brief

22 and making sure that it was -- it accurately captured

23 our search efforts for the day.

24                 But we typically don't put the drifts into

25 the PowerPoint because we -- that creates a lot of
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1 questions.  Why aren't you covering all the particles

2 and just in high probability areas?

3                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  So you found

4 that SAROPS wasn't -- was stretched to the top of its

5 capability.  And so you went back to the manual

6 solution.  And so when did you start finding that

7 SAROPS was giving you legitimate drifts in search

8 product?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Once we found our initial

10 search objects and we found the debris field and

11 conditions returned say more or less to normal, then

12 SAROPS was an effective tool for predicting the drift

13 of those -- for the objects that we found in the water,

14 debris, liferafts, part of the lifeboat that we found,

15 liferings.

16                 Mr. Eddy, the SAR Technical Specialist

17 reached out to program to discuss, you know, our

18 specific search object selection.  The size of the

19 liferafts were different from what the maximum that

20 SAROPS has available.  And we didn't have a specific

21 model for the lifeboat, so we reached out to program to

22 come up with what would most accurately model, you

23 know, a swamped or capsized lifeboat and the much

24 larger liferafts that were associated with the SS El

25 Faro.
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1                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  Which day did you first

2 find the debris?  Was that on Day 3?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That was on 3 October, so

4 that was Saturday.  I found that to be quite remarkable

5 that the C-130 in the middle of the three search

6 patterns that I had laid out the night before, the

7 middle one, they located they said three liferings. 

8 And the H-60 that was out on the search area was able

9 to relocate it and recover the one lifering.  And that

10 was really the first -- that was my first indication

11 that we were looking in the right area.

12                 MR. BRYSON:  Do you recall was that morning,

13 afternoon?

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It would have been late

15 morning, early afternoon.  I recall it being late

16 morning though, because then we wound up -- yes, late

17 morning or early afternoon.  And I know the 60

18 recovered a lifering really late afternoon, so it was

19 probably afternoon, now that I think about it.

20                 CDR   This is Commander   To

21 clarify for the record real quick here, Captain. 

22 SAROPS was never abandoned.  SAROPS was always used.  

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

24                 CDR   You did the hand vectors in

25 addition to the SAROPS?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  Basically, what

2 wound up happening was like in this case at the end of

3 the day, I built what I intended for the watch to do on

4 a whiteboard and showed them these are the boxes.  This

5 is the orientation.  C-130s arrive on-scene.  They all

6 start in the same corner point and fly, you know, away

7 from each other for -- to maintain separation.

8                 I put the P-8 at a higher altitude, talked

9 to them and find out, you know, what a good search

10 altitude for them is.  And then the watch went in the

11 SAROPS and based on my direction built all the Search

12 Action Plans for the assets, to include, you know,

13 coming up with what the proper sweep width and track

14 spacing was to get the coverage factor that we were

15 looking for for this specific search objects that the

16 program said were the optimal search objects within the

17 program to get us closest to what we were looking for.

18                 And then once we had identified where the

19 debris fields were, then SAROPS became, you know, the

20 primary tool for building those Search Action Plans.

21                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  Mr. Eddy, he

22 had spoke with -- do you know who in program?  If it

23 was -- exactly who he talked to?  Did he talk to --

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I know he talked to Jack

25 Frost and is there a --
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1                 MR. WEBB:  Art Allen?

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- Art Allen, yes, that's

3 the other name.  Jack Frost and Art Allen were the two

4 people that he was speaking with.

5                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  All right.  Were there

6 SLDMBs?  Were they being dropped in the --

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes, we did drop SLDMBs

8 throughout the case.  They were giving conflicting

9 data.  The first one we dropped was basically just in

10 corkscrews in the water.  One went north, one went

11 south.  And but I also knew that they were good, they

12 provided good data to establish and confirm the drift

13 of the search objects, like the liferings that we had

14 found, but I knew that the data -- I could not rely on

15 the data that they were providing to tell me what was

16 happening during the storm and the resulting drift

17 because of the storm.

18                 The thing that I was working -- trying to

19 work through in my mind was the storm pushing down to

20 the south spinning the whole time, stopping, moving

21 slightly to the west and then basically coming back out

22 the way it came with the continuously shifting and

23 cycling wind direction and the wind-driven current

24 associated with that.  I think the comment -- Mr. Eddy

25 even reached out to an oceanographer and he said well,
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1 don't use the EDS data.  Nobody really knows what is

2 happening inside of the -- inside of a hurricane.

3                 MR. WEBB:  That's what Art Allen said?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No real way to predict

5 it.  I don't know if Art Allen was the oceanographer he

6 talked to.  I know he talked to an oceanographer.

7                 MR. WEBB:  Oh, I'm assuming he was.  I think

8 Art Allen and Jack Frost would be two people he should

9 be talking to to get the explanation to SAROPS and the

10 limitations on that.

11                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  So and when we found the

12 lifering, you know, the automatic question is well, how

13 did it get in the water?  And anybody that spent any

14 time at sea knows you lose topside stuff all the time. 

15 So I didn't consider locating the lifering as

16 necessarily confirmation that the vessel had sunk. 

17 However, the fact that I didn't find it and what would

18 be, you know, not optimal search conditions, but

19 reasonable search conditions for, I would say, an 800

20 plus foot vessel, that it was either still in the storm

21 being drug northeast by the storm or it sank.  And that

22 was -- that would have been Saturday night.

23                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Patty Finsterbusch.  All

24 right.  Again, I'm going to refer to my notes.

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.
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1                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  So we were talking to the

2 Coast Guard around 12:00 and they told us there was no

3 big update, but one aircraft spotted a large oil tank.

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, that's right, yes.

5                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Yes.  Now --

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We could not -- we

7 actually got pictures back of that large oil tank and

8 it was, I want to say it had a ladder on one side.  It

9 was pretty rusty it seemed like.  And it was probably

10 about 15 feet in diameter and 20 or 30 feet long.  And

11 we had a pretty significant discussion with TOTE as to

12 whether or not they thought it could have come off of

13 the vessel.

14                 And I think by the -- I think the conclusion

15 that we came to was that it was not.  It did not come

16 from the vessel, that it could have potentially come

17 off one of the islands.  It had kind of a -- it was

18 sitting in a welded cradle, so it wasn't a tank that

19 you would see internal of a ship.  And there was some

20 conversation whether it was, you know, an oil waste

21 water tank that would have been stored back behind the

22 super structure of the ship or part of the cargo, but

23 we were never able to confirm that.

24                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Okay.  So now, I know,

25 SAROPS is used to probably -- you are tracking like
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1 little boats and stuff.  There was no way to put in

2 anything like a container because, obviously, at some

3 point if the liferings were going off, there was a

4 likelihood that the containers were going to be going

5 off the ship.  Was there any way to put in any

6 information to search for --

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Well, we've got --

8                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  -- a big box?

9                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Just let her finish the

10 question before.  So the question is how do you search

11 for the big tank?

12                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Or a big box, a

13 container. I mean, is there a way to do that in SAROPS? 

14 I don't know.

15                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  It's 10:33.  We're

16 going to pause for a break.

17                 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went

18 off the record at 10:33 a.m. and resumed at 10:49 a.m.)

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And it is 10:49 on the 14th of

20 October, Wednesday, and we are continuing the interview

21 with Captain Todd Coggeshall.

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And to answer your

23 question, I don't believe SAROPS can specifically drift

24 specific pieces of debris.  There is a generalized

25 category for fishing vessel debris and other search
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1 objects consistent with safety and life-at-sea

2 equipment, lifeboats, liferafts, people in the water,

3 people in the water in a survival suit, dive gear,

4 different size classifications of vessels.

5                 So in cases like that where you are trying -

6 - you want to drift a container or a tank, you would

7 look for a search object of comparable size and

8 freeboard to calculate that drift to come up with a --

9 you won't have a specific search object that it's a 50

10 foot tank, but you may have, you know, a comparable

11 vessel that you believe will drift similarly.

12                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Okay.  

13                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And this is still Saturday

14 the 3rd.  Okay.  When did the TOTE liaison people start

15 standing watches?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  They actually got here

17 really quickly.  I would -- I believe they were on-

18 scene Friday morning with us and we put them into an

19 office space up here on the 9th deck near the front

20 office.  It started out with one and then eventually

21 grew to three representatives and they -- we were

22 running an incident command meeting and an area command

23 meeting twice a day at 09:00 and 16:00.  And they

24 attended those meetings in the Command Center.

25                 And as we had developments that we thought
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1 were significant, we would update them on those

2 findings. And I felt like we had very good

3 communication with the company and that the company was

4 being very transparent in their dealings with the Coast

5 Guard and they were doing everything within their power

6 to be helpful.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

8                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And they also

9 participated in my meeting with the next of kin, with

10 the families.

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And so on the 2nd, the

12 C-130 that penetrated the clouds, still saw high seas,

13 foamy seas, air search radar wasn't all that great for

14 looking because of the weather and you said on Saturday

15 the C-130 spotted three liferings and an H-60 Hilo was

16 able to recover a lifering.

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Um-hum.

18                 MR. FURUKAWA:  About what time was the

19 weather, I guess, good enough that the C-130s, you

20 know, the aircraft could penetrate the storm and locate

21 things?

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The first aircraft that

23 conducted the search over the -- in the first search

24 area that was over the last known position of the

25 vessel had much better search conditions, obviously,
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1 than the day before.  The middle search area where the

2 lifering was found, the aircraft was reporting two

3 miles of visibility, 50 knots of wind, 25 to 30 foot

4 seas and overcast. 

5                 And then the search area to the north of

6 that, obviously, was much worse and we couldn't

7 effectively get into it, because the eye of Hurricane

8 Joaquin was still located on the northern border of

9 that search area, so we had to shift that search area

10 to the south and west of the middle search area.  And

11 that was helpful to account for windage, the potential

12 drift of the -- within that 45 degree cone.

13                 And we still had no sightings of the vessel,

14 you know, on radar, which given the fact that the storm

15 had moved to the north and I was effectively covering

16 the area within, you know, as close to the storm as we

17 could get and still had not found signs of the SS El

18 Faro was very troubling to me, other than the

19 liferings.

20                 MR. BRYSON:  I guess I'm going to skip ahead

21 a little bit, but with the TOTE folks here and what you

22 were finding the liferaft and the rings and all the

23 other debris and you finally came to the conclusion

24 that the ship sank and that it was announced, was the

25 TOTE people involved with that discussion?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  Yep.  We had --

2 backing up to now that we have recovered a lifering,

3 the storm is moving north, I felt that -- what day am I

4 on?  Is this Sunday now?

5                 MR. WEBB:  Well, still Saturday.

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Still Saturday.

7                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Still Saturday going to

8 Sunday.

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  But I'm thinking about my

10 search planning for Sunday.  I had really reached the

11 point in my mind that I needed to eliminate the

12 possibility that the SS El Faro was still afloat to

13 make sure that I was -- my search was effective moving

14 forward.  So I had my air coordinator, because we had

15 the Navy P-8s flying for us, as I said.  I said call

16 them up, find out what their unclassified capability is

17 at an optimal search altitude to locate an 800 plus

18 foot steel vessel.

19                 And they came back and said that flying very

20 high that they could cover several hundred miles on

21 either side of the aircraft.  And I said okay, that --

22 I'm going to use that aircraft tomorrow to conclusively

23 rule out that the SS El Faro is still afloat. 

24                 So that was the first day that I split my

25 search objects.  I said the C-130s and the helicopters
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1 are now solely looking for lifeboats and liferafts. 

2 And that the P-8 was going to go after locating the SS

3 El Faro.  So I had them build essentially a track line

4 search for that Navy P-8 to fly offset from the last

5 known position, fly to within 100 nautical miles from

6 the center of the storm offset by 100 nautical miles to

7 the southeast and then return.  And we were going to

8 effectively cover about a 500 nautical mile swath of

9 ocean to include up into the center of the storm with

10 their surface search radar.

11                 And when they landed that afternoon and

12 reported nothing seen, I realized, recognized,

13 determined that the SS El Faro had been lost.  And it

14 was at that point that we had to have the conversation

15 with TOTE that it was our belief that the SS El Faro

16 had sank and this had happened after our normal 15:00

17 conference call with the family.  This discussion

18 happened after that and we started to discuss -- well,

19 actually, it wasn't much of a discussion.

20                 We said, you know, we need to notify the

21 families that the vessel has sank.  And that we were

22 shifting our search efforts to primarily locating the

23 safety of life-at-sea equipment that was on-board the

24 El Faro.  And that was -- and then we let the families

25 know that at 08:00 the next morning.



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

53

1                 MR. BRYSON:  On Sunday?

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That would have been --

3                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  The 5th?

4                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Monday morning?

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It would have been Monday

6 morning.  Monday morning the 5th.

7                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  So, Captain,

8 when did that get announced publicly?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  We did everything to make

10 sure that the families were aware of major changes in

11 the case prior to notifying the press.  So I want to

12 say we notified the families at 8:00 in the morning and

13 then the press conference was held at 10:00.  And we

14 maintained that kind of separation throughout the case.

15                 We knew that our first next of kin family

16 with the briefing or first next of kin briefing to the

17 families, sorry, that phone number got out, so

18 everything that was said on that initial call made it

19 onto the Internet.  TOTE, I think, did a much better

20 job on subsequent calls.

21                 They identified a company or conference

22 call-in system where they could -- the numbers were,

23 obviously, shared with the family, but it was much more

24 controlled and people had to check-in and announce

25 themselves who they were representing prior to going on
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1 the call, but we figured anything that we said to the

2 families through our next of kin briefings would make

3 it quickly to the media, so we kept those two events

4 tied very closely to maintain transparency and

5 credibility with the families and the general public

6 that was interested.

7                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Patty Finsterbusch.  I'm

8 just going to jump back.  So we are going to -- because

9 that happened Monday morning.  On Sunday afternoon, I

10 have that that was when you found a lifeboat.  So we

11 actually --

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Okay.  

13                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Right?  So we located the

14 lifeboat and stuff, so we were, at that point, I guess

15 from our point, we were now looking for survivors.

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And that was 5 October?

17                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  4 October.

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  4 October?  Okay.

19                 MR. BRYSON:  Yes.  I think there is a date

20 on that.

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Okay.  Right.  And we

22 also found -- that's when we started finding -- in the

23 afternoon searches, we started to find the -- okay. 

24 Let me back up.

25                 So we talked about the P-8 and what the P-8
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1 was doing and what their specific mission was doing.  I

2 set up three C-130 searches, follow-on searches from

3 the day prior that were to the north and east in the

4 belief that the hurricane would have pulled any other

5 debris from the vessel or if the crew had managed to

6 abandon the ship prior to the liferings coming off the

7 vessel, that they would have drifted to the north and

8 east.

9                 We didn't find anything in those search

10 boxes of note, so my assumption became that the

11 liferings probably came off first and that they were

12 found with a lot of styrofoam as well, so that they

13 were -- although they didn't have a lot of windage,

14 they were relatively light and would have drifted

15 faster than, you know, per chance a liferaft with a sea

16 anchor out or a lifeboat.

17                 So we started to go back into the areas that

18 we had covered previously, but had not had great search

19 conditions and put our second P-8 sortee out over top

20 of it as well as C-130 and Hilos over the last known

21 position and where we found the liferings.  And that's

22 when we started to find survival suits, container

23 doors, other debris consistent with the El Faro.

24                 MR. WEBB:  This happened about the time that

25 the body was found?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No.  That would have --

2 that was found on, I believe, the 5th.

3                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Of -- I believe that was

5 the 5th of October.  But the -- you know, as time went

6 on, our -- and we found oil sheens as well, but that

7 was I want to say that that was Monday.

8                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  This is Patty

9 Finsterbusch.

10                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Because --

11                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  I have it down right at

12 the family meeting and I'm not sure why, but that's

13 what I have.

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  That's about the time

15 that it came in, because the H-60 was returning to the

16 north-- well, no, the H-60 was out in the search

17 pattern.  They located the survival suit with the

18 remains in it.  The P-8 reported finding another

19 survival suit about 30 miles away from that position. 

20 And the way it was reported through the Command Center

21 was, you know, arms waving, possible survivor.

22                 So the aircraft commander inserted one of

23 our self-load Keating Data Marker Beacons by the

24 remains and departed scene to determine whether or not

25 there was a survivor.
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1                 The SLDMB did not work, so it never reported

2 an accurate position, so we weren't able to find the --

3 relocate the remains.  And my hunch at the time, which,

4 you know, was not able to confirm was that the survival

5 suits when they are immersed in the water, there is no

6 way to tell whether or not, you know, there are remains

7 in the survival suit and that the motion of the waves

8 makes them look like they are animated.  So without

9 physically checking each one, you can't tell whether

10 there is a survivor remains or if it's just an empty

11 suit from a distance.

12                 MR. WEBB:  Did you ever see that when --

13 this is Paul Webb.  Did you ever see that when you have

14 flown a mission?

15                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, but I have got

16 friends that responded to cases that, you know, they

17 spent a night in really bad weather shooting approaches

18 to strobe after strobe after strobe to verify that

19 there wasn't anybody in the survival suit.

20                 So and I think he made the right choice

21 honestly, because they had located that set of remains,

22 which the crew reported as unidentifiable, but if the

23 crew had managed to abandon ship in an orderly manner,

24 they would have tried to stay together even in a

25 Category 4 hurricane.  And I would have expected that
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1 since they would have all been in survival suits, that

2 they would have drifted in a similar manner to that set

3 of remains, because you can't swim in them, you are

4 just along for the ride, that we would have found more

5 remains or survivors within a couple miles of that

6 position.

7                 So the fact that we did not find any more

8 remains or any survivors right there and the fact that

9 we had found a part of the lifeboat and the hung down

10 liferaft, I did not believe that they had been able to

11 abandon ship was the conclusion that I was coming to. 

12 And this is somewhat tangential, but -- and that was

13 based on my experience, because I was on Coast Guard

14 Cutter Polar Star in 2001 when we responded to the

15 fishing vessel Arctic Rose which sank in the Bering. 

16 And the master of that vessel was found and recovered

17 as well as one other crewman and everybody else had

18 gone down with the ship.  The pure speculation is that

19 they were on the bridge at the time the vessel sank and

20 were able to egress the ship.

21                 So I thought by Monday when I stated that I

22 had determined that the vessel had been lost, the next

23 thing you have to do is figure out the plausible

24 scenarios of how people may have gotten off the ship,

25 because the ship was their safest place to be in a
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1 Category 4 hurricane or at the time probably category -

2 - strong Category 2 or Category 3 on Thursday morning.

3                 So that left them with the lifeboats and the

4 liferafts, which became my primary search object, which

5 I wanted to find.  We found a liferaft.  We found the

6 pieces of the lifeboat, but I hadn't found any more

7 yet, but we was going to keep looking.  So that left

8 entering the water in gumby suits potentially. 

9                 So the scenarios that I saw was, you know,

10 on the far end of optimistic was that they had made it

11 to the other lifeboat or they had managed somehow to

12 get a liferaft in the water, but I couldn't figure out

13 -- the part with the liferafts that I couldn't figure

14 out was how in -- with the seas, you know, 36 -- 30 to

15 40 feet, how you get from the deck of the ship into a

16 liferaft that is dropping out from under you and any

17 way that is safely.

18                 And if you put the liferaft in the water and

19 it's not tied to the ship, it's not going to stay

20 there.  It's going to -- it's basically just going to

21 blow away.

22                 So that leaves you with entering the water

23 in a gumby suit and or sorry, survival suit.  You know,

24 anybody that has spent any time in a survival suit or

25 got in the water knows you are not very mobile. 
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1 Getting in a liferaft is going to be a stretch,

2 especially in these conditions.

3                 And that the -- you don't really have --

4 there isn't a surface to the water in those kind of

5 conditions.  Your ability to protect an airway and

6 breathe is going to be marginal at best with the sea

7 foam, the spray, the rain water.  I know rescue

8 swimmers that have deployed in storms and, you know,

9 talk about, you know, within a couple of feet of the

10 surface of the water you really can't effectively

11 breathe and they have got a snorkel.

12                 So I thought it plausible that whoever's

13 remains we had located had been on the bridge.  And

14 everybody else on the crew who wasn't actively engaged

15 in trying to save the ship had mustered in another

16 compartment and was making preparations to abandon ship

17 if it came to that.  And then I -- but I can't

18 speculate, you know, beyond that.

19                 You know, my -- I know I'm just kind of

20 rambling on here.  You know, my question from a SAR

21 Mission Coordinator's perspective is what happened tot

22 he ship?  And I know that's what you are trying to

23 answer, but I -- two scenarios that I see which kind of

24 helped inform some of my search planning were:

25                 She already had a 15 degree list.  She would
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1 have been beamed to in the waves.  The waves were 20

2 knots -- or 20 feet building through 40 feet or more

3 with high winds, which would have exacerbated the list. 

4 She would have been rolling pretty hard.  I don't know

5 how much water she had taken on in a No. 3 hull, so it

6 had -- they had free communication to deal with, which

7 was going to have a negative effect on stability.

8                 I know the cargo was secured properly, but

9 she had already lost a container because that tracked

10 through a gap in the islands at 4:00 Thursday morning

11 which was before the master talked to the security

12 agent.  So did she capsize like the South Korean Ferry

13 or were the conditions such that she broke apart? 

14 Those are my -- those are the two -- I'm not an expert

15 on the loss of large vessels, but the reading that I

16 have done on the Pendleton and the Marine Electric and

17 the other T-2 Tankers that sank, which were the last

18 major marine casualties.  I know that both of those are

19 plausible scenarios.

20                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Captain, Jon Furukawa with

21 NTSB.  Can you expand on 04:00, you believe that the El

22 Faro lost a container?

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  That was one of

24 those electronic tracking measures that was actually

25 reported to us by TOTE.  And originally, they said that
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1 it was 04:00 on --

2                 MR. BRYSON:  The 1st.

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- right, but it was

4 initially reported to be later than that, which I was

5 taking into consideration was some of the Elan stuff

6 that I was getting, but then it was corrected that it

7 happened on the 1st, so that would have been -- they

8 would have got that container hit about three hours

9 prior to the master's call to security agent.

10                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  This is Patty

11 Finsterbusch.  It was a WHAM's signal, so it wasn't

12 that we lost the container.  It was actually the

13 container was on the ship.

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, okay.  So they were

15 trending south through that pass when they got it.

16                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  And --

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Okay.  

18                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  -- there was like cell

19 phone towers that would get these pings that the

20 customer can look and see where his container is and

21 that the temperature is within range.

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Okay.  That makes much

23 more sense to me.

24                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  So I mean, we found a

25 container later on that we confirmed was ours.
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

2                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  So following your train

3 of thought, containers were falling off, but it wasn't

4 this container.

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It wasn't, right.  Okay. 

6 So it was still on the ship trending south and during

7 the case when we were prosecuting it and figuring out

8 where to look, my assumption that it was -- that it had

9 come off prior to that and it had drifted to the north. 

10 So now that makes a lot more sense now that you say

11 that.  Okay.

12                 MR. BRYSON:  Excuse me, Patty, does that --

13 is that a signal that requires vessel power for them to

14 --

15                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  No.  It's battery-

16 operated, so I mean we tried to -- while you were

17 looking trying to contact the ship --

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

19                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  -- we were trying to

20 figure out every way we could contact the ship and we

21 were actually trying to see if any of the customers had

22 been able to receive anything.  But of course, by that

23 time, the storm was so bad that -- and any -- you would

24 need to have cell coverage and there was no cell towers

25 in that area.
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

2                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  So we couldn't get

3 anything that way.

4                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  

5                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  The remains

6 that were found, would they describe whether it looked

7 like they got eaten by, you know, sea life or did they

8 get beat up by -- was it beat up by tumbling?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  They said that there was

10 -- it looked like five days of warm water decomposition

11 and that the remains were bloated and the head was

12 twice its normal size and they were just in really --

13 they were in really poor condition.

14                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

15                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  This is Patty

16 Finsterbusch.  Just one other question.  You said there

17 were numerous gumby suits found?

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes, I think -- I don't

19 know by the end of the case how many we had recovered,

20 but I know that several were found and my point was

21 that my belief was that if the crew had abandoned ship

22 in an orderly manner, that we would have found

23 survivors or remains, you know, essentially 33, in and

24 about that area.

25                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Were they -- I guess my
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1 question really is because they usually come in a bag,

2 were they in the bag or --

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.

4                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  -- were they opened up

5 like they were trying to get into them?

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, the ones that I saw

7 pictures of that were recovered were still zipped.  And

8 one of the ones -- the one of the ones that was

9 recovered that I saw, we have the pictures, the -- one

10 of the legs was three-quarters of the way ripped off. 

11 The suit was still zipped, but I was trying to figure

12 out and imagine -- I mean, we know the type of material

13 that survival suits are made out of, what kind of force

14 or what could have caused that leg to be ripped like

15 that.

16                 One of the surface guys said, you know,

17 potentially it could have got run over by one of the

18 tugs or one of the Coast Guard Cutters that was working

19 the area, that would be one way that that could happen. 

20 It didn't necessarily have to be as a result of the

21 loss of the El Faro.

22                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

23                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And the liferaft we

24 found, that the Northland found, I'm kind of blurring

25 the days together, I want to say that that was on, I
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1 think that was on-scene on Sunday.  Your tugs were on-

2 scene Sunday morning.  We got on-scene Sunday

3 afternoon.  Resolute showed up Sunday night, Monday

4 morning very early, if I recall correctly.  But

5 Northland put their boat in the water to investigate

6 the liferaft and it was partially hung down and the sea

7 anchor was tangled around it. 

8                 Obviously, there were no survivors or no

9 remains associated with it.  And then to clear the area

10 to make sure we didn't go back and search it, they 

11 scuttled the raft.

12                 MR. BRYSON:  Did they take any pictures of

13 that before they scuttled it?

14                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I did -- I have not seen

15 pictures of it.  I don't know if they did or not, but I

16 have not seen pictures of it.  And they -- getting the

17 Northland on-scene was very good, because they started

18 sending surface situation reports as, you know, to what

19 they may recover and they got in contact with the tugs

20 and we started to work the surface search much more

21 effectively once Northland and then Resolute got on-

22 scene.

23                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Any questions?  Okay.  So on

25 Monday, October 5th, 8:00 you briefed the families. 
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1 10:00 the press.  The rest of Monday, I guess you

2 probably went to -- went home about 20:00 or so Monday

3 night.  Any calls --

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Um-hum.  

5                 MR. FURUKAWA:  -- at home before we get into

6 Tuesday?

7                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I'm trying to think. 

8 Sunday, Monday, I can't -- I don't recall any.  We did

9 our planning session.  We did our planning session

10 before I left, but I don't recall any other SAR cases

11 Monday night.  I would have to go back and look at the

12 case log to see, but I don't think I actually got woken

13 up Monday or Tuesday night.

14                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  And can we go into

15 Tuesday now?  Tuesday the 6th.

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  Tuesday, so was

17 Tuesday the 6th?

18                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Yes.

19                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It's all blurring

20 together.  So Tuesday the 6th, again, really good search

21 conditions and we had really started to saturate the --

22 we had really -- we had identified the two debris

23 fields very conclusively and we were covering those two

24 debris fields and covering the intervening area between

25 them.  And we pushed our helicopter up to Exuma, it's a
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1 station that's closer to the search area.  And we

2 checked out the islands again and were really just

3 continuing to saturate the area looking for survival

4 equipment on Tuesday.

5                 And then Tuesday was when we really started

6 communicating with the families that I believed that

7 our search efforts had been very effective.  We had

8 located a lot of objects that were consistent with the

9 SS El Faro confirmed, you know, the survival suits came

10 from the El Faro.  To the best of our knowledge, the

11 lifeboat.  You know, we had found all of the search

12 objects, all our primary search objects with the

13 exception of survivors.  And that we were butting up

14 against our probable survival times in optimal

15 conditions.  Not a hurricane, but calm, essentially

16 calm water.  And that -- was that -- we are on Tuesday?

17                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Yes.

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And that overnight I

19 would be looking at our search efforts considering

20 possible scenarios in the loss of the El Faro,

21 determining what the probability of there still being

22 survivors some place and that I would be making a

23 recommendation up the chain of command as to whether or

24 not to -- how long -- not whether or not, but how long

25 we were going to continue our search efforts was the
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1 gist of the conversation.

2                 And then the -- at the conclusion of that

3 call, TOTE said that we would not be having a 08:00

4 meeting that next morning, that we would be doing a

5 face-to-face in person meeting at noon in Jacksonville.

6                 MR. FURUKAWA:  You had the face-to-face

7 meeting in Jacksonville between the Coast Guard and

8 TOTE?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The Coast Guard and --

10                 MR. BRYSON:  Right.

11                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- the families and then

12 the Coast Guard and TOTE as well.  And there had been

13 face-to-face interaction with the families since, I

14 think, Friday was the first time that TOTE had

15 organized a meeting of the families that were in the

16 Jacksonville area at 18:00 at the Seamen's Union.

17                 And personnel from Sector Jacksonville, the

18 Sector Commander Captain Jeff Dickson and some other

19 members of his staff would go to those meetings.  They

20 would listen in on my update call and then they would

21 go to those meetings in the evening and, you know,

22 explain to the families, you know, if they had any

23 questions over what they had heard or what I had passed

24 and try to clarify things for them.  And then we sent

25 on Monday additional people from the District up to
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1 help out at those family meetings as well.

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And the safety commander

3 would listen to your morning briefs or afternoon

4 briefs?

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I think he listened to

6 both of them.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

8                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Because it was important,

9 that I was setting the tone and tenor essentially.  The

10 tone and tenor of where we were in our search efforts.

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

12                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  And we wanted to make

13 sure that we were consistent in our discussions with

14 the family.

15                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  So he would go over

16 and talk to the families twice a day?

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No.  He would go over at

18 18:00.  He would listen in on the phone conversation at

19 8:00 in the morning and again at 15:00.  And then once

20 the work week started, those shifted to 17:30, the

21 afternoon ones shifted to 17:30, and then he would go

22 over to Seamen's Union Hall at 18:00 or so and

23 participate in those meetings.

24                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Were the TOTE liaisons

25 present at these meetings?
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1                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  The briefs?

3                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

4                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Okay.  So when was the

5 decision to terminate the rescue operations suspended?

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Suspended?  Active search

7 suspension, well, I had discussions during the day on

8 Tuesday and Tuesday evening with the District Commander

9 and we had made a determination that we were going to

10 suspend active searching at sunset on Wednesday, which

11 was --

12                 MR. BRYSON:  7:00.

13                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right.  And it was about

14 -- if the clock started at 7:30 on the Thursday, the 1st

15 of October, then we were -- we extended our search

16 approximately 12 hours beyond probable survival time in

17 optimal conditions.  And all those tables, as Paul can

18 tell you, top out at 120 hours.  Functional survival

19 time is something less than that.

20                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Any questions?  Okay.

21                 MR. BRYSON:  We're on suspension now.

22                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Did anything else

23 happen on October 6th?

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Oh, you know, shoot I'm

25 sorry, I forget to mention previously.  We were getting
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1 very good support from the Department of Defense in

2 addition to our Clearwater C-130, our C-130J out of

3 Elizabeth City, there were two Air Force C-130s, one

4 from the Rescue Squadron at Patrick Air Force Base and

5 one from Rescue Squadron up in Massachusetts that were

6 both flying for us out of Patrick Air Force Base.

7                 And additional to that, I was -- I think it

8 was -- was it Tuesday?  Tuesday, either Monday night

9 really, really late or Tuesday early morning and then

10 again Tuesday afternoon, I believe it was, the Coast

11 Guard had a JSTARS aircraft, which is a Boeing 707.  It

12 is a theater-wide command and control aircraft with an

13 exceptionally capable radar on it that did a sweep for

14 us on the way down and then again on the way back to

15 confirm that there were no debris fields or objects of

16 interest outside of my primary search area.

17                 MR. FURUKAWA:  What day was that?

18                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I believe that was on

19 Tuesday.

20                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Tuesday.

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Tuesday early morning and

22 again in the afternoon on their way back.

23                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And that was, I guess, the

24 best, most capable?

25                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  That is for -- it's
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1 designed for -- to basically park in air space outside

2 of a country like Iraq and track all friendly forces

3 and unknown targets in the country.

4                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It's an amazing aircraft. 

6 And they confirmed that there was a lot of debris in

7 the water and they noted one object of interest all of

8 which was within our search area.  They did not note

9 anything outside of our primary search area.

10                 And our -- an earlier -- this just made me

11 remember something else.  I can't remember what day it

12 was.  I want to say it was Saturday that there was a

13 commercial ocean going tug that was towing a 700 foot

14 ROLO barge that was just south of Hurricane Joaquin as

15 it was tracking north.  It had to be Saturday, because

16 he was kind of in the vicinity of where my third search

17 pattern that we weren't able to cover was located.

18                 And he felt that he was in danger and broke

19 his tow and let the barge go.  And that barge was

20 drifting to the northeast.  It basically became a great

21 big SLDMB for us, because it confirmed the drift to the

22 northeast and at one point the thing was doing like 8

23 knots to the northeast drifting with the hurricane.

24                 And then our search aircraft in that

25 northern most search area and the P-8 later on, you
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1 know, both reidentified that as a radar target to the

2 northeast of our search area.  So and we were able to

3 correlate it to the barge, so I was very confident that

4 if the SS El Faro was afloat and drifting north with

5 the hurricane that we would have had a radar return on

6 it and we would have known she was out there.

7                 And then several days after the search was

8 suspended, I think this past Friday, that another

9 commercial tug went out located that ROLO barge and put

10 a tow on it and in the process of dragging it home.

11                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  That was Saturday,

12 October 3rd?

13                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I believe that was

14 Saturday, October 3rd. I would have to validate that,

15 but to the best of my recollection it was Saturday.

16                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

17                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  It could have been

18 Sunday, but --

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

20                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  -- because I remember we

21 all thought and stated what is he doing there?

22                 MR. WEBB:  This is Paul Webb.  So you had a

23 number of good references to help with the final

24 decision on suspension with the P-8 flying that swath,

25 the barge, you know, confirming and the confirmation
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1 where your -- from the final there -- the other

2 aircraft there of the-- where the debris fields were

3 and where it wasn't.  So that had to make it a little

4 bit easier to give the suspension?

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Right, right.  Yes.  I

6 mean, taking all the facts of the case, excluding the -

7 - even excluding this secret piece, I could not

8 conceive of a way that we were going to find continuing

9 searching was not going to yield different results.  We

10 weren't going to find survivors and we were going to

11 find -- we were going to continue to find more of the

12 same, because we had covered in good search conditions

13 and saturated our principal search areas for two to

14 three days pretty consistently.

15                 MR. WEBB:  Okay.  

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  You asked about whether

17 or not the survival suits were zipped.  There is two

18 that were recovered.

19                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  So can we go into

20 Wednesday, October 7th?

21                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.  Wednesday, October

22 7th, the Search Action Plan was very much like it had

23 been the previous day.  We were -- we had one P-8

24 sortee and I want to say three C-130 sortees plus the

25 six surface assets that we had in the search area.  We
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1 had the Search Action Plan lined out to have continual

2 air coverage until sunset and that's when we were going

3 to plan to release the -- our Coast Guard Cutters as

4 well.

5                 Throughout the search, the Coast Guard

6 Cutters and the tugs had remained on-scene in the

7 principal search areas providing coverage throughout

8 the night.  Our searches were -- aviation searches were

9 conducted to sunset or just after each day.

10                 And then myself, the District Commander, the

11 SAR Coordinator, and then DR, who is basically the 

12 operations officer for the District Public Affairs

13 Office and staff flew up to Jacksonville.  I provided a

14 briefing to the family and then Admiral Buschman, the

15 SAR Coordinator, made the active search suspension

16 decision at his level and he informed the families of

17 that decision.

18                 And then we went over to TOTE and presented

19 the same information to them as well.  Then we -- our

20 search efforts -- and we told them of our plan to

21 suspend active searching at sunset.  We came back to --

22 flew back to Miami, completed the -- the watch had

23 completed the ACTSUS checksheet.  We initiated a

24 conference call between myself, the Admiral, Captain

25 Fedor is D-7 Operations, D-7 Legal is Captain Carlson
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1 and D-7 Chief of Staff Captain Bert, the ACTSUS brief

2 was presented to the Admiral.

3                 We -- I made my recommendation based on the

4 brief and my intimate understanding of the case and the

5 Admiral made the decision to suspend searching at

6 sunset in the op area, which occurred about the time

7 that that phone conversation completed.

8                 MR. FURUKAWA:  You call it an ACTSUS brief?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  ACTSUS brief, yes. 

10 Active Search Suspension.

11                 MR. BRYSON:  Okay.  Now, I know why you

12 don't use the letters.

13                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Anything else?

14                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  No.

15                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Do you want to call it here

16 with the suspension?  Okay.  I've got some open/ending 

17 questions for you.

18                 Okay.  Thank you very much for your time.  I

19 know this was a very long interview.  So now that the

20 interview is over, we still have you on recorder, is

21 there anything you would like to add or change?

22                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Not that I'm aware of.

23                 CDR   You will have an opportunity

24 when the transcript comes out to look at it.

25                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Are there any questions that
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1 we should have asked, but did not?

2                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No.  I don't -- I can't

3 think of any.

4                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

5                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  I talked at length even

6 when you didn't ask questions.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Do you have any suggestions

8 for preventing a recurrence?

9                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The only thing that I --

10 without getting into the -- I can't talk about -- I can

11 only talk about the response.  I cannot talk about or

12 speculate leading up to the voyage or what went wrong

13 with the plan or anything.

14                 From a strictly -- from a strict response

15 survival perspective on the case, and I honestly don't

16 know whether it would have made any difference or not,

17 I remember wishing that they had had, you know, the

18 encapsulated lifeboat on the rails on the back of the

19 bridge.  If -- depending on how the SS El Faro sank, I

20 think that that piece of equipment would have afforded

21 the crew the option of potentially abandoning the ship

22 sooner, provided they made that decision in time.  And

23 that once they had abandoned ship, that they would have

24 had a higher likelihood of survival than they would

25 have trying to deploy in an open lifeboat, which I
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1 understand is the IMO Standard, or get to a liferaft.

2                 MR. FURUKAWA:  So when you are talking about 

3 encapsulated lifeboats on the back, you mean?

4                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  The ramp launch.

5                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Free fall?

6                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Free fall.

7                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  

8                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Free fall, enclosed,

9 everybody gets in, straps in and I think they would

10 have been very sick and I don't know that the lifeboat

11 would have survived, but it may have made a difference.

12                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Anything else?

13                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  No, sir, that's --

14                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And do you know, is there

15 anybody else that we should interview?

16                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Who -- you have -- no, I

17 don't think so.  You have interviewed the principal

18 watch standers, the folks on duty.  Of the personnel on

19 staff, I was the most intimately involved in the case

20 from start to finish.  And our D-7 SAR Technical

21 Specialist, Mr. Chris Eddy, I believe I have covered

22 most of the information that he would provide.

23                 MR. FURUKAWA:  Okay.  Thank you, Captain.

24                 CAPT. COGGESHALL:  Yes.

25                 MR. FURUKAWA:  And with that, it is 11:54
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1 and we are ending the interview with Captain Todd

2 Coggeshall.

3                 MS. FINSTERBUSCH:  Thank you.

4                 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded at

5 11:54 a.m.)

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

81

A
A-L-T 19:19
A-U-T-E-C 19:20
a.m 2:2 25:22,25 47:18

47:18 80:5
abandon 32:5 55:6

57:23 58:11 60:16
abandoned 42:22 64:21

78:23
abandoning 78:21
ability 60:5
able 13:8 14:10 16:13

20:18,19 21:13 35:23
40:14 42:8 46:23
49:16 57:2,4 58:10,20
63:22 73:17 74:2

above-entitled 47:17
ABS 1:17
Academy 3:1
Accident 1:3
account 50:11
accurate 57:2
accurately 40:22 41:22
acronym 19:17
Action 37:16 43:12,20

75:22 76:1
active 71:6,10 76:15,21

77:10
actively 60:14
ACTSUS 76:23 77:1,8,9
add 77:21
addition 7:16 19:25

22:23 26:12 32:6
42:25 72:2

additional 20:1 26:16
26:19 69:25 72:7

administrative 27:6
Admiral 3:21 6:18 11:2

11:5,7,22 76:14,24
77:2,5

adrift 33:11 38:5
Advisor 7:19
Affairs 25:14 76:12
afforded 78:20
afloat 31:17 33:5,6

34:14,21 51:12,23
74:4

afternoon 29:22 42:13
42:15,17,18,19 52:11
54:9,23 66:3 70:3,21
72:10,22

age 3:1
agent 12:17 23:17

61:12 62:9
ago 4:3
ahead 50:20
air 3:9,15,20 5:5 6:12

6:13 14:11,14,20

15:11 18:4,10,12,18
18:25 19:2 20:19 21:2
23:7,10 28:10 39:17
49:13 51:14 72:3,4,6
73:1 76:2

aircraft 6:7 7:23 9:12
14:11,17 15:11,15
16:6 17:22 18:11,14
18:16,20,25 23:6,21
29:2,10,14,16 31:4
46:3 49:20,22 50:2
51:21,22 56:22 72:11
72:12 73:5,24 75:2

airway 60:5
AIS 23:16 34:6
Alabama 3:12
Alaska 3:14
albeit 23:23
alert 12:9,13
Allen 44:1,2,3 45:3,5,8
allow 4:19 32:10
alternate 4:17
altitude 23:23 28:14,18

39:13 43:8,10 51:17
amazing 73:5
amber 9:9 32:6
America 8:5
American 2:13
anchor 55:16 66:7
Angeles 3:15 5:5 6:12

6:14
animated 57:8
announce 53:24
announced 50:24 53:8
Anson 38:16
answer 47:22 60:23
answered 17:8 32:20
Antarctica 3:13
antennas 21:16
anticipating 19:24
anticipation 18:22
anybody 45:13 57:19

59:24 79:15
Apalachicola 8:3
apart 61:13
apply 39:2
apprehension 21:14
approach 29:9
approaches 57:17
appropriately 35:25
approximate 16:16
approximately 71:16
architecture 7:5
Arctic 3:14 58:15
area 7:25 8:1 17:9

18:13 26:11 32:17
37:21 39:22 42:8,11
48:22 49:24 50:1,5,9

50:9,10,16 63:25
64:24 65:19 66:9
67:24 68:1,3 69:16
72:16 73:8,9,25 74:2
75:25 77:6

areas 41:2 55:17 75:13
76:7

arms 56:21
arrange 32:2
arrive 8:11,12,17 43:5
arrived 10:22
Art 44:1,2,3 45:3,5,8
asked 75:16 78:1
asking 32:21
assessment 29:25
asset 28:24 31:22
assets 37:20 43:12

75:25
assist 26:19 27:6
assistance 9:16 16:23

20:2
Assistant 3:22,24 7:17
associated 41:24 44:24

66:9
assuming 45:7
assumption 55:10 63:8
attended 48:24
attending 35:24
audio 1:24
augment 26:15
AUTEC 17:24 19:10,14
authoritative 22:18
automatic 45:12
available 20:17 39:10

41:20
aviation 7:21 14:20

76:8
avionics 15:14
avoidance 15:5 18:19
aware 10:20,21,24

53:10 77:22

B
B-0 17:15 18:25
B-2 19:1
back 18:3 29:5,12 30:15

30:20 32:7,8 41:5
44:21 46:7,21 51:19
54:8,24 55:17 66:10
67:11 72:14,22 76:21
76:22 78:18 79:3

background 2:21 4:8
5:18,22 6:24

backing 51:2
bad 57:17 63:23
bag 65:1,2
Bahamas 1:4 7:10 16:1

17:18 19:17 20:2,14

26:3 27:5
barge 73:14,19,19 74:3

74:9,25
Base 14:15 72:4,6
based 5:22 17:20 18:7

18:13,15 23:16 24:15
26:6,12 34:16 43:11
58:13 77:3

basically 23:11 24:5,13
26:25 38:14,19,25
39:2 40:15 43:1 44:9
44:21 59:20 73:1,20
76:11

basics 38:16
battery 63:15
Bay 29:5,7,9 31:23 32:1

32:9,15
Beacons 56:23
beamed 61:1
beat 64:8,8
BEHALF 1:19
belief 52:15 55:4 64:21
believe 12:13 16:25

18:6 20:6,7 28:16,17
28:23 32:17 33:2
34:14 39:9 47:23
48:11,17 56:2,4 58:10
61:21 72:10,18 74:13
79:21

believed 24:7 68:6
bent 29:17
Bering 58:15
Bert 77:1
best 23:20 60:6 68:10

72:24 74:15
bet 23:20
better 49:25 53:19
beyond 5:3 9:6 20:24

60:18 71:16
big 26:2 40:9,19 46:3

47:8,11,12 73:21
bigger 23:21
biggest 38:23
bit 50:21 75:4
bloated 64:11
blow 59:21
blue 11:16
blurring 65:24 67:19
Board 1:1,25
boat 66:5
boats 5:10 47:1
body 55:25
Boeing 72:11
border 8:2 50:8
bounces 11:23
box 24:6 39:23 47:8,12
boxes 39:6,11 43:4

55:10



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

82

Branch 7:2,4
break 47:16
breathe 60:6,11
bridge 58:19 60:13

78:19
brief 11:2,8,13,20 12:2

21:10 40:21 77:1,4,8
77:9

briefed 11:1,5,7,11,14
11:17 21:4,10 22:12
22:13 66:25

briefing 36:6 53:16,16
76:14

briefings 54:2
briefs 12:23 70:3,4 71:2
bring 29:5 40:16
broke 61:13 73:18
brought 19:8
Bryson 1:17 2:13,13

5:6,8,24 6:1 10:7,10
10:16 11:19 12:21
13:24 14:2,24 15:2,6
15:9,17,19 16:2,16
17:14 20:21 22:7
32:20 34:18 36:15
42:1,12 50:20 53:1
54:19 62:2 63:12 64:4
66:12,23 69:10 71:12
71:21 77:11

build 52:3
building 37:4 40:10

43:20 61:2
built 43:3,11
Bureau 2:13
Buschman 6:18 76:14
butting 68:13

C
C 18:17
C-130 14:21 18:12,13

23:10,20 25:21 28:11
29:22 31:4 39:6,11,18
42:5 49:12,15 55:2,20
72:2 75:24

C-130H 15:12
C-130J 15:13 72:2
C-130s 23:22 39:14

43:5 49:19 51:25 72:3
Caicos 17:19
calculate 48:8
call 8:22 13:13,21 17:11

51:15 52:17 53:18
54:1 62:9 69:3,20
76:24 77:8,15

call-in 53:22
call-outs 14:16 25:15
called 28:4
Calling 17:1

calls 4:16 26:13 27:24
37:8 53:20 67:3

calm 35:24 68:15,16
capabilities 14:21
capability 39:12 41:5

51:16
capable 15:6 72:13,24
caps 28:20
capsize 61:12
capsized 41:23
CAPT 1:7 2:18,25 4:5

4:12,17,23 5:2,7,9,12
5:17,25 6:3,11,16,18
7:3 8:9,12,16,21,25
9:5,22 10:1,3,5,13,17
10:21 11:4,6,21,25
12:3,6,11 13:1,25
14:4 15:1,3,8,10,18
15:24 16:3,18,25 17:6
17:12,17 18:1,3,6
19:4,14,16,20,23 20:5
20:9,12,23 21:7,9,21
21:24 22:1,4,16 23:4
24:2,4,21,24 25:2,6
25:11,16,20 26:1,24
27:14,18,20 28:1,3,9
30:19 31:13,16 33:1
33:25 34:2,19,25 35:4
35:6,9,14,16 36:3,12
36:16,22,25 37:5,7,10
40:7 41:9 42:3,14,23
43:1,24 44:2,7 45:4
45:11,25 46:4,6 47:7
47:22 48:16 49:8,17
49:22 51:1,6,9 53:2,5
53:9 54:12,16,18,21
56:1,4,10,14 57:15
61:23 62:3,14,17,22
63:1,5,18 64:1,9,18
65:3,6,23 66:14 67:4
67:7,16,19 68:18 69:9
69:11 70:5,8,12,17
71:1,3,6,13,24 72:18
72:21,25 73:5 74:13
74:17,20 75:5,16,21
77:9,22 78:2,5,9 79:4
79:6,8,13,16,24

Captain 2:6,17,18,20
4:9 9:24 12:22 15:20
17:14 21:3 26:21
42:21 47:21 53:7
61:20 69:18 76:24,25
77:1 79:23 80:1

captured 40:22
cargo 46:22 61:8
Caribbean 8:4
Carlson 76:25
Carolina 7:11 8:2

Carolina/South 8:2
Carolinas 18:23
CASA 14:22
case 2:19 10:24 12:23

20:10,14 26:2,13,17
27:7 28:4,6 32:5,6
34:9,11 37:1 40:9,14
40:17,19 43:2 44:8
53:11,14 63:7 64:19
67:12 75:6 77:4 78:15
79:19

cases 4:19 9:6 10:18
11:15 40:11 48:5
57:16 67:10

casualties 61:18
category 12:12 33:12

33:12 47:25 57:25
59:1,1,2,2

caused 33:22 65:14
Cay 14:7 16:1,6 40:1,2
CDO 11:8
CDR 1:21 2:16 42:20,24

77:23
cell 62:18 63:24,24
center 1:10 2:5 5:20

6:20 7:13,15 9:4
11:19,20 12:1 14:13
22:17 23:3 25:23
26:14 27:8,17 35:13
37:14 48:24 52:6,9
56:20

CG 2:16
chain 26:9 68:23
challenging 28:21
chance 55:15

10:23 11:6
12:16

change 19:3 77:21
changes 37:13 53:10
changing 4:18
charge 7:6
check-in 53:24
checked 68:2
checking 57:9
checksheet 76:23
Chief 4:1 7:2,4,5 77:1
choice 57:20

1:21 2:16 79:21
Christopher 4:13
City 3:10,11 15:4 18:17

72:3
clarified 34:10
clarify 9:23,24 42:21

69:24
classifications 48:4
clear 66:9
Clearwater 14:25 15:4

18:12,18 23:8,10

25:21 28:10 29:23
39:17 72:2

clock 71:14
close 50:16
closely 54:4
closer 9:17 68:1
closest 43:17
clouds 49:12
coast 1:4,18,21 2:15,22

2:23 3:1,3,4,9,19 5:4
6:4 7:9 8:5 23:11 31:4
31:21 32:12 38:14
40:13 46:2 49:4 58:13
65:18 69:7,9,12 72:10
76:3,5

cockpit 29:3 31:7
Coggeshall 1:7 2:6,17

2:18,18,25 4:5,12,17
4:23 5:2,7,9,12,17,25
6:3,11,16,18 7:3 8:9
8:12,16,21,25 9:5,22
9:24 10:1,3,5,13,17
10:21 11:4,6,21,25
12:3,6,11 13:1,25
14:4 15:1,3,8,10,18
15:24 16:3,18,25 17:6
17:12,17 18:1,3,6
19:4,14,16,20,23 20:5
20:9,12,23 21:7,9,21
21:24 22:1,4,16 23:4
24:2,4,21,24 25:2,6
25:11,16,20 26:1,24
27:14,18,20 28:1,3,9
30:19 31:13,16 33:1
33:25 34:2,19,25 35:4
35:6,9,14,16 36:3,12
36:16,22,25 37:5,7,10
40:7 41:9 42:3,14,23
43:1,24 44:2,7 45:4
45:11,25 46:4,6 47:7
47:21,22 48:16 49:8
49:17,22 51:1,6,9
53:2,5,9 54:12,16,18
54:21 56:1,4,10,14
57:15 61:23 62:3,14
62:17,22 63:1,5,18
64:1,9,18 65:3,6,23
66:14 67:4,7,16,19
68:18 69:9,11 70:5,8
70:12,17 71:1,3,6,13
71:24 72:18,21,25
73:5 74:13,17,20 75:5
75:16,21 77:9,22 78:2
78:5,9 79:4,6,8,13,16
79:24 80:2

come 23:10 26:22
41:22 46:12,15,16
48:8 63:9 65:1



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

83

comes 26:5 77:24
coming 34:15 43:13

44:21 55:6 58:11
command 1:10 2:5 7:13

7:15 9:3 11:19,20
12:1 23:2 25:23 26:10
26:14,19,25 27:8,13
27:17 35:12 37:14
48:22,22,24 56:20
68:23 72:12

Commandant 3:24
commander 2:16 6:7

6:19 42:20 56:22
69:18 70:2 71:8 76:10

commands 11:10
comment 44:24
commercial 73:13 74:9
communicating 68:6
communication 13:11

21:13 24:10 49:3 61:6
communications 23:7

33:7
company 13:14 34:8

49:3,3 53:21
comparable 48:7,10
compared 34:5
compartment 60:16
completed 29:15 76:22

76:23 77:7
conceive 75:8
concern 33:23
concerning 13:6
concluded 80:4
conclusion 37:2 46:14

50:23 58:11 69:2
conclusively 33:16

51:22 67:23
concurrently 7:12
condition 12:18 64:13
conditions 13:7 21:17

24:13 28:14,15,21
29:1 30:1,16,18 32:10
33:17 37:20 38:3
41:11 45:18,19 49:25
55:19 60:2,5 61:13
67:21 68:15 71:17
75:12

conduct 34:20
conducted 49:23 76:9
conducting 24:14
cone 18:8 22:18 50:12
conference 25:13 52:17

53:13,21 76:24
confident 74:3
confirm 34:21 44:12

46:23 57:4 72:15
confirmation 45:16

74:25

confirmed 62:25 68:9
73:6,21

confirming 74:25
conflicting 34:3,4 44:8
consider 45:15
consideration 62:5
considered 34:19 38:4
considering 68:19
consistent 48:1 55:23

68:8 70:13
consistently 75:14
contact 15:21 16:17

25:24 63:17,20 66:19
contacted 13:19 25:13
container 34:9 47:2,13

48:6 55:22 61:9,22
62:8,12,13,20,25 63:4

containers 47:4 63:3
continual 76:1
continue 20:19 23:6

68:25 75:11
continuing 47:20 68:3

75:8
continuously 44:22
contradicting 34:16
control 72:12
controlled 31:7 53:24
conversation 12:16

13:2 23:17 35:1 36:5
46:20 52:14 69:1
70:18 77:7

conversations 38:11
cooperating 22:6
coordinate 7:23
Coordination 6:20
coordinator 2:7,19 6:16

6:17 7:1 26:16 27:21
51:14 76:11,15

Coordinator's 60:21
corkscrews 44:10
corner 24:5 43:6
Corps 1:21
correct 5:7 8:8 10:14

12:14 31:15
corrected 62:6
correctly 16:8 66:4
correlate 74:3
corresponded 12:16
Correspondence 6:4
correspondent 15:13
counter-drug 18:21
country 73:2,3
couple 58:5 60:9
course 5:20,20 6:5,8

9:11 38:15 63:22
1:21 2:16,16

42:20,20,24 77:23
cover 8:4 51:20 52:8

73:17
coverage 43:14 63:24

76:2,7
covered 55:18 75:12

79:21
covering 41:1 50:15

67:23,24
cradle 46:18
creates 40:25
credibility 54:5
crew 19:10,22,24 20:16

20:17 30:1,4 35:24
55:5 57:22,23 60:14
64:21 78:21

crewman 58:17
crews 19:1,2,8,11 20:6

20:19
Crooked 14:2
Crookeds 30:7 40:3
Cross 29:11
cruise 9:14,20
current 38:22 44:23
currently 4:12
currents 38:23
customer 62:20
customers 63:21
Cutter 3:3,4 31:21

32:12 58:14
cutters 5:12 65:18 76:3

76:6
cycle 20:19
cycling 44:23

D
D-7 4:11,13,13 7:24

18:13,20 25:23 27:2
76:25,25 77:1 79:20

D.C 3:24
danger 73:18
dark 33:14
darkness 29:24
data 38:9 44:9,12,14,15

45:1 56:23
date 9:23,24 34:5,6

54:19
day 8:8 9:15 21:12 22:8

22:10 24:18 25:6
26:15 27:17 28:8
31:12 36:19,20 37:15
38:13 39:10 40:23
42:1,2 43:3 48:23
50:1 51:3,24 55:3
70:16 71:7 72:17
73:11 75:23 76:9

days 8:20 64:10 65:25
74:7 75:14

DCA16MM001 1:4
dead 21:19

deal 27:4 61:6
dealings 49:4
debris 41:10,14 42:2

43:19 47:24,25 50:23
55:5,23 67:22,24
72:15 73:6 75:2

decide 30:5
decision 19:5 29:12

32:17 40:16 71:5
74:24 76:16,17 77:5
78:22

deck 3:3 48:19 59:15
decomposition 64:10
Defense 72:1
definitely 32:7
definition 31:8
degree 13:5 32:4 35:21

38:18 50:12 60:25
Dennis 1:17 2:13
departed 23:2 56:24
Department 72:1
depending 78:19
deploy 78:25
deployed 17:16,24

18:18,20 19:12 60:8
deployment 7:23
deployments 3:6
describe 6:24 30:18

64:6
designated 4:22
designates 6:15
designed 73:1
desks 11:13
Detachment 3:5
determination 17:20

71:9
determine 13:11 16:14

31:17 56:24
determined 18:7 38:11

52:13 58:22
determining 68:21
developed 29:16
developments 48:25
dewater 35:23
diameter 46:10
Dickson 69:18
difference 78:16 79:11
different 15:15 41:19

48:4 75:9
difficult 24:15
direction 23:9 39:2,3

43:11 44:23
directly 15:12
disabled 13:4 16:20

21:5 33:11 35:21
disappeared 21:18
Disaster 7:16
discuss 41:17 52:18



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

84

discussed 10:25 29:3
discussing 17:22
discussion 22:19,19

46:11 50:25 52:17,19
discussions 14:19

70:13 71:7
distance 57:11
distinct 21:17
distress 12:10,12 13:12

13:12 30:9 36:9
District 1:10 2:5 3:23

6:19 7:4,6,7,21 26:18
27:1,21 69:25 71:8
76:10,12

dive 48:3
documentation 26:6
doing 19:7 22:13 24:1

40:21 49:5 55:1,1
69:4 73:22 74:21

Dolphins 18:11
doors 55:23
doubling 19:9
downwind 38:19
Dr 22:24 76:11
dragging 74:10
DRAT 7:17
drift 38:18,22,24 39:1

40:6,8 41:12 44:12,16
47:23 48:6,8,11 50:12
73:21

drifted 55:7,14 58:2
63:9

drifting 38:9 73:20,23
74:4

drifts 40:24 41:7
driven 38:21
driving 38:24
drop 44:7
dropped 44:6,9
dropping 59:16
drug 45:21
DSAT(phonetic) 25:14
due 20:16 30:15
duties 35:24
duty 3:16 5:3,4 6:6

26:20 79:18

E
earlier 9:15 73:10
early 10:22 16:19 20:10

42:15,17 66:4 72:9,21
easier 75:4
east 25:15 55:3,8
easy 38:8
eaten 64:7
Eddy 4:13 41:16 43:21

44:24 79:21
EDS 45:1

effect 61:7
effective 28:24 30:3

38:3 41:12 51:13 68:7
effectively 50:7,15 52:8

60:10 66:21
effort 30:5
efforts 40:13,23 52:22

68:7,19,25 70:10
76:20

EGC 13:15 16:22,24
egress 58:20
eight 5:12 9:12
either 18:23 34:21

45:20 51:21 72:8
El 1:4 2:7,19 7:12 9:6

10:20 11:1,15 12:17
13:3,17 14:7,16 15:23
15:25 16:15 19:25
20:14 21:4 24:7 26:17
27:7 30:10,12,14
38:20 41:24 50:17
51:12,23 52:3,13,15
52:24 55:23 61:21
65:21 68:9,10,20 74:4
78:19

Elan 62:5
Electric 61:16
electronic 33:18 61:24
eliminate 51:11
Elizabeth 15:4 18:17

72:3
Emerald 13:24 15:22
emergencies 9:3
emergency 16:25 21:11
empty 57:10
encapsulated 78:18

79:3
enclosed 79:8
enforcement 3:5 7:8

11:16
engaged 60:14
entering 59:8,22
entirely 28:18
environmental 38:9
EPIRB 12:13,15 36:8,13
equipment 48:2 52:23

68:4 78:20
especially 60:2
essentially 5:18 15:15

19:9 31:6 33:16 38:10
52:3 64:23 68:15 70:9

establish 13:10 21:13
23:7 24:10 44:12

established 20:25 24:5
ETA 25:7
etcetera 7:21
evening 27:17 69:21

71:8

events 54:3
eventually 48:20
everybody 58:17 60:14

79:9
exacerbated 61:3
exactly 29:19 43:23
examples 7:11
exceed 29:11
exception 68:13
exceptionally 72:13
excluding 75:6,7
Excuse 63:12
executive 3:21,22
exercised 27:2
expand 61:21
expected 37:25 39:20

57:25
experience 5:3 26:12

58:13
experiencing 13:7
expert 61:14
explain 5:15 40:14

69:22
explanation 45:9
Express 13:24 15:22
extended 71:15
extensive 8:1
extent 40:2
external 15:17
extra 18:19 19:2,8,22

19:24
Exuma 67:25
eye 14:6 16:5 30:11

39:21 50:7

F
FAA 31:8
face-to-face 69:5,6,13
facility 19:16
fact 36:16 45:17 50:14

58:7,8
factor 38:23 43:14
factors 22:21
facts 75:6
failed 35:19
fairly 9:1 16:19 29:21
fall 79:5,6,8
falling 29:2 63:3
familiar 17:9
families 40:15 49:10

52:21,24 53:10,12,17
54:2,5 66:25 68:6
69:11,13,15,22 70:16
76:16

family 52:17 53:15,23
56:12 70:1,14 76:14

far 9:15 12:20 22:20
39:20 59:10

Faro 1:4 2:7,19 7:12 9:6
10:20 11:1,15 13:3,17
14:16 15:23,25 16:15
19:25 20:14 21:4 24:7
26:17 27:7 30:10,15
38:21 41:25 50:18
51:12,23 52:3,13,15
52:24 55:23 61:22
65:21 68:9,10,20 74:4
78:19

Faro's 12:17 14:7 30:12
fashioned 38:17
fasteners 29:1
faster 55:15
Fedor 76:25
feel 30:2
feet 16:9 28:17 38:6

46:10,10 59:15 60:9
61:2,2

felt 28:12 49:2 51:3
73:18

FEMA 7:20,20
Ferry 61:12
field 41:10
fields 43:19 67:23,24

72:15 75:2
figure 33:9 58:23 59:12

59:13 63:20 65:11
figured 38:22 39:4 54:1
figuring 63:7
fill 27:1
final 74:23 75:1
finally 37:23 50:23
find 13:18 16:22 24:9

39:14 42:2 43:9 45:17
51:16 54:23 55:9,22
57:2 58:7 59:5 75:8
75:10,11,11

finding 41:6 50:22
54:22 56:18

findings 49:2
finish 47:9 79:20
Finsterbusch 1:17 2:11

2:11 10:8 21:20,22,25
22:3 24:19,22 25:1,4
25:8,12,17,21 31:11
31:11,14 45:23,23
46:1,5,24 47:8,12
48:12 51:7 53:3 54:7
54:7,13,17 56:8,9,11
62:10,11,16,18,24
63:2,15,19 64:2,15,16
64:25 65:4 77:14 80:3

first 2:8 3:22,22 12:24
13:1,9,10 16:21 24:18
25:10 27:17 30:1 32:9
36:6 39:7,10,18 42:1
42:10,10 44:9 49:22



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

85

49:23 51:24 53:15,16
55:11 69:14

fishing 47:25 58:15
fit 7:8
five 64:10
fix 29:19,20
Fixed 18:11
flew 76:13,22
flight 3:7,7,8 19:7 24:16

29:8,18 31:7
floating 21:19
flooding 7:10 35:20
floor 17:23
Florida 1:11 8:3 23:11

23:12
flown 57:14
fly 20:16,22 30:7 39:13

43:6 52:4,5
flying 14:12 23:22 30:1

51:15,19 72:6 74:24
foam 28:20 60:7
foamy 49:13
focus 27:9 31:15
focused 39:15
folks 50:21 79:18
follow 32:16
follow-on 55:2
following 27:22 63:2
foot 45:20 48:10 50:3

51:18 73:13
force 14:11,15 17:14,15

38:24 65:13 72:3,4,6
forces 11:16 73:2
forget 71:25
form 13:11
Fort 16:21
forward 19:11 23:5

51:14
found 13:16,18 33:14

37:15 38:13 41:3,9,10
41:13,14 42:4 44:14
45:11 50:2,17 54:10
54:22 55:12,21,25
56:2,6 58:4,9,16 59:5
59:5,6 62:24 64:6,17
64:20,22 65:24,24
68:11

four 3:10,17 5:5,9 24:5
frame-wise 15:11
free 61:6 79:5,6,8
freeboard 48:8
Friday 12:7 19:6,6 20:7

21:12,22 23:9 24:17
28:9 31:18 32:9,18,19
32:24 33:2 37:9,11,22
48:18 69:14 74:8

friendly 73:2
friends 57:16

frigates 3:6
front 37:18 48:19
Frost 43:25 44:3 45:8
fuel 29:17 30:25 31:25

32:1,8,16
Functional 71:18
Fundamentals 6:8
Furukawa 1:16 2:3,10

2:20 4:4,7 6:23 8:7,10
8:14,19,23 9:2,21
10:6,9,11,15,19 11:3
11:5,18,22 12:1,5,8
12:19 16:24 17:3,7,25
18:2,5,24 19:13,15,19
19:21 20:3,8,11 22:9
24:18 27:12,24 28:2,7
30:17 31:9 32:22 36:1
36:11,19,24 37:3,6,8
47:9,15,19 48:13 49:7
49:11,18 53:4 56:3
61:20,20 65:22 66:24
67:5,14,18 68:17 69:6
70:2,7,11,15,24 71:2
71:4,20,22 72:17,20
72:23 73:4 74:11,16
74:19 75:19 77:8,13
77:15,25 78:4,7 79:2
79:5,7,12,14,23,25

G
gain 33:7
gap 61:10
gas 32:10
gates 20:24
gear 48:3
general 11:9 54:5
generalized 47:24
generator 21:11
geographic 36:18
Georgia 8:3 18:23
getting 14:23 17:13

18:22 29:15 60:1 62:6
66:16 71:25 78:10

gist 69:1
give 2:21 30:5 75:4
given 13:6 50:14
gives 11:8
giving 25:18 41:7 44:8
go 2:8 5:24 6:3 11:12

14:5,15 17:16 19:1
22:24 52:2 55:17
66:10 67:11,14 69:19
69:21 70:15,17,21
73:19 75:19

goal 37:19
goes 11:22
going 3:6 9:1 10:25

13:22 14:10 15:7 17:8

17:21,23 18:9 20:1,13
20:14 21:14 24:8 25:5
25:22 26:2,3 27:5
29:11,11,18,20 30:5
35:23 36:6,8,17 37:18
37:23 38:6,23,24 39:4
40:18 45:24 47:3,4,4
47:16 50:20 51:7,22
52:2,7 53:25 54:8,8
59:7,19,20,20 60:1,6
61:7 68:25 71:9 73:13
75:8,9,10,10,11 76:2

good 16:14 17:12 29:9
40:20 43:9 44:11,12
49:2,19 66:17 67:20
72:1 74:23 75:12

gotten 28:23 33:8 58:24
government 20:2
graduated 3:2
great 9:10 17:19 19:8,9

28:5 30:6 39:24 49:13
55:18 73:20

grew 48:21
ground 30:25
group 5:5,6 6:13 17:1
groups 11:23
Guantanamo 29:5,7,9

31:22 32:1,9,14
Guard 1:18,21 2:15,22

2:24 3:1,3,4,9,20 5:5
6:4 7:9 31:4,21 32:12
38:14 46:2 49:5 58:13
65:18 69:7,9,12 72:11
76:3,5

Guards 40:13
guess 11:23 22:7 24:1

25:11,17 32:23 49:19
50:20 54:14 64:25
67:1 72:23

guidance 12:23,24 13:1
gumby 59:8,23 64:17
guys 4:10 65:16

H
H 14:24 18:19 32:15
H-60 9:9 17:17,23 18:11

18:14 19:8,10 24:16
30:6,20 31:4 39:24
42:8 49:15 56:15,16

H-65 3:18
habit 37:11
Haiti 9:9
half 4:3,25 25:18
Hall 70:22
hampered 33:19
hand 42:24
handled 9:3
happen 65:19 71:23

happened 52:16,18
54:9 55:24 60:21 62:7

happening 26:18 43:2
44:16 45:2

happens 12:6 20:4
hard 33:5 61:4
HC-144 18:11
head 6:19 13:8 25:2

64:11
headed 23:1 38:18
heading 32:10 39:3
Headquarters 3:19
hear 34:23,25 35:3
heard 35:13 69:23
heavier 23:21
heavy 16:12 28:16,19
held 18:21 53:13
helicopter 6:7 23:19

30:23 67:25
helicopters 17:18 51:25
help 26:5,10 70:1 74:23
helped 60:24
helpful 22:20 49:6

50:11
Hi 4:9
high 28:13 41:2 49:12

51:20 61:3
higher 23:23 39:13 43:8

78:24
Hilo 9:21,22 30:18

49:15
Hilos 55:20
hired 24:25 25:4
hit 12:15 23:16 34:6,9

36:13 62:8
home 67:2,5 74:10
honestly 57:21 78:15
hoping 24:8
hour 16:7 25:18,18

37:25
hours 8:16 9:12 20:17

20:23,24 33:3 37:17
62:8 71:16,18

house 34:16
hull 35:19 61:5
Human 3:24
hunch 57:3
hundred 28:19 51:20
hung 58:9 66:6
Hunter 14:17 16:6 23:6
Hunters 14:12 23:22

25:18
hurricane 7:10 11:11

14:6,12,13,17,22 16:5
16:6 22:17 23:6,21
25:17 27:3 30:11
33:12,15 38:22 39:9
39:19,21 45:2 50:7



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

86

55:4 57:25 59:1 68:15
73:14,23 74:5

I
identified 43:18 53:21

67:22
identify 18:25
II 7:20
imagine 31:2 33:4

65:12
imagining 33:5
immediately 10:23
immersed 57:5
IMO 79:1
IMPA 7:18
important 70:8
impossible 24:15
improved 37:20
IMT 26:7,22 27:2,13
Inagua 9:10 17:19 19:8

19:9 28:5 30:6 39:24
incident 1:4 4:1 7:1,3

7:12,18 10:20 25:24
26:4,25 48:22

include 43:12 52:9
including 11:15
increase 38:1
indication 42:10
indications 37:22
individual 9:14
individuals 7:14
influencing 22:21
inform 60:24
information 2:21 11:9

13:20 22:15 26:9,11
27:21 33:21 34:1,3,4
34:5,13 35:6,16 47:6
76:19 79:22

informed 76:16
initial 21:10 41:9 53:18
initially 21:10 28:12,22

62:4
initiated 76:23
Inlet 26:13
inserted 56:22
inside 45:2,2
institute 6:6 38:15
instructions 23:3,4
instructor 3:17
instrument 29:8,9
intel 11:16 33:22 34:15
intended 43:3
intensifying 33:12
intensity 22:21
intentions 23:5
interaction 69:13
interest 26:14 72:16

73:7

interested 40:1 54:6
internal 46:19
Internet 53:19
intervening 67:24
interview 1:7 2:6 47:20

77:19,20 79:15 80:1,4
interviewed 79:17
INTERVIEWEE 1:19
intimate 77:4
intimately 79:19
investigate 66:5
involved 7:12 50:25

79:19
Iraq 73:2
Island 14:3 30:8 40:3
islands 30:7,9 39:25

46:17 61:10 68:2
issue 26:3 31:1
items 27:6
IV 7:20

J
J 15:2,3
Jack 43:24 44:3 45:8
Jacksonville 69:5,7,16

69:17 76:13
JAG 1:21 2:16
Jeff 69:18
Joaquin 11:11 22:5

39:9,19 50:8 73:14
job 27:12 53:20
jobs 2:23
joint 25:13
Jon 1:16 2:10 61:20
JSTARS 72:11
jump 54:8
jumping 35:17
Jupiter 26:13

K
Keating 56:23
keep 24:13 35:18 36:17

59:7
Keesler 14:14
kept 54:3
kin 40:11,12 49:9 53:15

53:16 54:2
kind 4:10 15:16 20:4

21:16 30:17 46:17
53:14 60:4,19,23
65:13,24 73:16

knew 13:3,4,5 14:6,11
20:12 21:9 26:2,2
29:22 33:1,20 38:2,16
40:9,18 44:11,14
53:15

knot 28:19 30:23
knots 30:24,25 38:10

38:12,21 39:1 50:3
61:2 73:23

know 2:9 6:25,25 7:25
11:1 13:5,14,20,25
14:4,21 15:18 16:18
19:1 21:5,17 22:23
24:5,8,12,16 28:15
30:8,19,20 33:8 35:3
35:6,17 36:9 37:11,16
37:17,19,21 38:4,17
38:18 41:17,23 42:17
43:6,9,12,19,22,24
45:5,6,12,18 46:20,24
47:14 48:10 49:20
50:14,16 52:20,25
55:15 56:5,21 57:4,6
57:16 59:9,14,23 60:7
60:8,9,18,19,19,20,22
61:4,8,18 64:7,19,20
64:23 65:12,16 66:15
66:18 68:9,11 69:21
69:22 71:24 74:1,25
77:11,19 78:16,17
79:10,14

knowing 21:15
knowledge 35:4,14

68:10
known 14:7,15 15:23

23:15 24:6 25:3 30:10
30:12,14 33:8 38:20
39:7 49:24 52:5 55:20
74:6

knows 45:1,14 59:25
Korean 61:12

L
ladder 46:8
laid 42:6
LAN 18:12 26:11
landed 29:14 52:11
large 38:7 46:3,7 61:15
larger 38:5 41:24
late 8:19 9:1 25:11

29:21 42:14,15,16,18
72:9

launch 28:5 29:16 79:4
launched 28:11 29:22

30:6
law 3:5 7:8 11:15
lay 17:15 37:15 39:6
leader 26:8,8 27:14,15
leading 78:12
leak 29:17
leaking 29:20
leave 11:9 18:9
leaves 59:22
leaving 37:1
led 34:13

left 3:8 27:16 36:20
37:4,10 59:3,7 67:10

leg 65:14
Legal 76:25
legitimate 41:7
legs 65:10
length 78:5
lesser 40:2
let's 6:24 8:7
letters 77:12
level 76:16
liaison 48:14
liaisons 70:24
life 9:11 64:7
life-at-sea 48:1 52:23
lifeboat 31:19 38:25

41:14,21,23 54:10,14
55:16 58:9 59:6,11
68:11 78:18,25 79:10

lifeboats 39:16 48:2
52:1 59:3 79:3

liferaft 50:22 55:15
58:10 59:5,12,16,18
60:1 65:23 66:6 79:1

liferafts 31:19 38:25
39:16 41:14,19,24
48:2 52:1 59:4,13

lifering 42:9,18 45:12
45:15 49:16 50:2 51:2

liferings 41:15 42:7
44:13 47:3 49:15
50:19 55:6,11,21

light 36:8 39:18 55:14
likelihood 33:3 47:4

78:24
limit 31:3
limitations 45:10
limits 29:11 31:3
line 52:3
lined 76:1
list 13:6 32:4 35:21

60:25 61:3
listen 35:10 69:20 70:3

70:18
listened 70:5
little 47:1 50:21 75:3
locate 38:8 39:16 49:20

51:17
located 24:11 42:7 50:8

54:13 56:17 57:21
60:13 68:8 73:17 74:9

locating 45:15 52:2,22
location 36:10
Locka 29:6
log 67:12
logistics 19:7
long 2:22 4:21 5:20

30:7 40:2 46:10 68:24



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

87

68:24 77:19
longer 20:15,17 21:1,1
look 25:19 30:8 39:12

48:7 57:8 62:20 63:8
67:11 77:24

looked 64:6,10
looking 22:18 29:25

42:11 43:15,17 49:14
52:1 54:15 59:7 63:17
68:3,19

loose 29:3
lose 45:14
loss 61:15 65:21 68:20
lost 21:5,16 52:13

58:22 61:9,22 62:12
lot 5:21 9:1 15:14 26:9

40:25 55:12,13 63:10
68:8 73:6

lots 28:20

M
main 31:15
maintain 27:19 43:7

54:4
maintained 53:14
major 53:10 61:18
making 25:15 28:20

30:24,25 32:4 40:16
40:22 60:16 68:22

man 7:14
manage 26:5,10
managed 30:13 33:7

35:20 55:5 57:23
59:11

Management 4:2 7:1,4
7:18 26:4

manager 3:18 7:22
14:20 34:24

managing 27:6
manner 34:21 57:23

58:2 64:22
manual 20:25 41:5
marginal 60:6
marine 61:16,18
Maritime 6:1,3
Marker 56:23
Massachusetts 72:5
mast 21:18
master 13:19 58:16

61:11
master's 62:9
Masters 22:24
material 65:12

10:23 11:6,14
matter 31:5 47:17
maximum 41:19
mean 25:25 28:15 34:3

47:13 62:24 63:16

65:12 75:6 79:3
measures 61:24
Medevac 9:13,19
media 26:14 54:3
meeting 48:22,23 49:9

56:12 69:4,5,7,15
meetings 48:24 69:19

69:21 70:1,23,25
members 69:19
memory 12:14 16:8
mention 31:21 71:25
message 17:4 36:2
method 24:10
Miami 1:11 2:4 4:1 6:20

18:4 76:22
middle 9:12 42:5,7 50:1

50:10
mile 16:7 52:8
miles 8:6 9:8 13:17 14:8

15:22,25 16:3,21
25:14 28:16 30:14
37:25 50:3 51:20 52:5
52:6 56:19 58:5

million 8:5
min 38:21
mind 44:19 51:11
minimal 5:21
minimum/maximum

38:19
minor 10:18
Minouche 9:7 20:3 28:4

32:3
mission 2:7,19 7:1

16:11 18:21 23:23
55:1 57:14 60:21

mobile 3:5,12 59:25
model 41:21,22
models 14:24 15:2,3
moderate 31:5
modified 26:7
Monday 8:24 9:25 12:6

53:4,5,6 54:9 56:7
58:21 66:3,25 67:1,2
67:8,11,13 69:25 72:8

moot 32:3
morning 8:17 11:2,8,20

12:1,4 18:7 34:12
37:19 42:12,15,16,17
48:18 52:25 53:4,6,6
53:12 54:9 59:2 61:10
66:2,4 69:4 70:3,19
72:9,21

motion 57:7
motor 9:7 28:4 32:3
move 17:21,23 18:2,3

22:6 31:23 39:19
moved 12:11 50:15
moving 18:16 22:7 23:5

23:9 37:24 44:20 51:3
51:13

multiply 39:1
mustered 60:15

N
name 13:25 25:10 44:3
National 1:1,25 14:13

22:17
nature 13:12
nautical 13:17 14:8

15:22,25 30:14 52:5,6
52:8

Naval 29:4,7
navigable 23:13
Navy 3:6,7 39:9 51:15

52:4
near 48:19
nearest 31:22
necessarily 45:16

65:20
necessary 17:23
need 19:2 20:15,21

52:20 63:24
needed 20:20 32:8

51:11
negative 61:7
neglected 31:20
Neptune's 3:22
net 17:4,5
Neuro-safety 17:4
never 36:17 42:22

46:23 57:1
newer 15:8
news 16:4
nexus 7:19
night 9:20 27:25 28:6

31:19,19 32:1 37:9
40:21 42:6 45:22
57:17 66:3 67:3,11,13
72:8 76:8

noon 69:5
normal 8:16,20 9:16

19:3 22:14,16 27:9
41:11 52:16 64:12

normally 19:11
north 8:2,5 9:8 14:8

15:25 24:17 31:23
32:10,16 38:1 39:20
44:10 50:5,15 51:3
55:3,7 56:16 63:9
73:15 74:4

north/northeast 14:8
northeast 39:2 45:21

73:20,22,23 74:2
northeastern 39:22
northerly 23:9
northern 19:17 50:8

73:25
Northland 31:21 32:5

32:16 65:24 66:5,17
66:21

note 9:6 55:10 73:8
noted 73:7
notes 24:20 45:24
notification 40:12
notified 10:24 53:12
notify 52:20
notifying 53:11
NTSB 1:3,16 2:10 61:21
number 3:6 19:11 26:13

53:17 74:23
numbers 53:22
numerous 64:17

O
object 38:8,10 41:18

48:7,9 59:4 73:7
objects 31:18 38:17

41:10,13 43:15,16
44:13 48:1 51:25 68:8
68:12,12 72:15

obviously 21:12 47:2
49:25 50:6 53:23 66:8

occur 19:2
occurred 77:6
ocean 38:23 52:9 73:13
oceanographer 44:25

45:5,6
October 1:5,9 2:3 10:2

10:12,13 28:8,9,10
36:7,21 42:3 47:20
54:16,17,18 56:5
66:25 71:15,23 74:12
74:14 75:20,21

office 48:19,20 76:13
officer 3:2,3,20,21 5:4

12:17 13:3 23:17
26:20 36:5 76:12

offset 52:4,6
Oh 8:21 21:24 24:2

25:16 45:7 46:4 62:14
65:6 71:24

oil 46:3,7,20 56:6
okay 2:20 4:4,7,15,21

5:1,14,24 6:9,15,21
6:24 8:7,14,19,23 9:2
9:21 10:4,6,16,19
11:18 12:5,8,8,9,19
15:19 16:2 17:3,7
18:5 19:21 20:8,11
21:22 27:16,23,23
28:7 31:9 32:18,22
35:5,12,15 36:1,11,24
37:6 42:1 44:5 46:24
47:15 48:12,14 49:7



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

88

49:11 51:21 54:12,18
54:21,23 56:3 62:14
62:17,22 63:5,11 64:4
64:14 65:22 66:23,24
67:14 70:7,11,15,24
71:4,4,20,20,22 73:4
74:11,16,19 75:15,19
77:11,16,18 78:4 79:7
79:12,23

old 2:21 7:4 38:16
on-board 9:8 52:23
on-scene 14:23 43:5

66:1,2,17 76:6
on/week 4:18
once 28:6 29:14 41:9

43:18 66:21 70:19
78:23

ones 65:6,8,8 70:21
ongoing 11:14
op 7:25 8:1 77:6
Opa 29:5
Opa-Locka 18:10 29:12
open 11:14 35:19 78:25
open/ending 77:16
opened 65:4
operated 63:16
operating 31:3 32:13
Operation 17:18
operation's 3:2
operational 12:3 29:25
operations 3:12,20

20:15,25 26:5,16 71:5
76:12,25

opportunity 77:23
ops 19:3
optimal 43:16 45:18

51:17 68:14 71:17
optimistic 35:22 59:10
option 33:1 78:21
options 10:25
orderly 57:23 64:22
organized 69:15
orientation 43:5
originally 31:24 61:25
OS2 10:23 12:16
OU 11:12 24:2
outcome 24:16 40:20
outs 13:22
outside 9:16 18:9 72:16

73:1,9
outward 39:8
overcast 50:4
overhead 24:12 29:2
overlay 39:11
overnight 68:18

P
P-8 39:10 43:8 52:2,4

54:25,25 55:19 56:18
73:25 74:24 75:23

P-8s 51:15
P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2:1
park 73:1
part 3:5 5:25 11:7 17:18

41:14 46:22 58:9
59:13

partially 66:6
participate 70:23
participated 49:9
particles 41:1
particular 11:13
particularly 28:3 40:1
parts 15:12
pass 62:15
passed 30:21 33:4,21

35:9 69:23
Patricia 2:11
Patrick 72:4,6
pattern 4:18 56:17

73:17
patterns 42:6
Patty 1:17 24:18 31:11

32:18 45:23 54:7 56:8
62:10 63:12 64:15

Paul 1:18 2:15 4:7
22:12 26:21 32:18,23
41:3 43:21 53:7 57:13
64:5 71:17 74:22

pause 47:16
Pendleton 61:16
penetrate 23:14 49:20
penetrated 49:12
penetrating 14:22
Pensacola 3:8
people 26:22 44:4 45:8

48:2,3,14 50:25 53:24
58:24 69:25

percent 31:25
performance 7:16
period 18:24 20:15 30:2
person 69:5
personnel 69:17 79:18
persons 9:8
perspective 60:21

78:15
phone 13:2 53:17 62:19

70:18 77:7
phonetic 10:23 13:13

14:22
physically 57:9
pick 32:15,15
picture 13:15 16:14
pictures 46:7 65:7,9

66:12,15,16
piece 33:21 34:1 75:7

78:20
pieces 47:24 59:6
Pierce 16:21
pilot 3:11,17 5:4
pings 62:19
place 18:9 19:13 58:25

68:22
plan 37:16 75:22 76:1,3

76:20 78:13
planners 35:13
planning 6:1,4 18:16

24:1 38:2,16 51:10
60:24 67:9,9

Plans 43:12,20
platform 3:18 30:3
plausible 58:23 60:12

61:19
play 20:6
plus 28:19 45:20 51:17

75:24
point 6:2 11:11 23:25

24:7,25 25:24 32:3,8
34:8 43:6 47:3 51:11
52:14 54:14,15 64:20
73:22

points 24:6
Polar 3:11 58:14
Policy 7:18
pollution 7:6
poor 64:13
port 3:15 5:5 6:12,13

13:6
Port-de-Paix 9:8
position 6:25 14:7,9,16

15:23 17:10 23:15
24:6 25:3 30:10,13,14
33:8 36:18 38:20 39:7
49:24 52:5 55:21
56:19 57:2 58:6

positioned 19:10 20:7
39:7

positions 6:25 12:4
27:1

possibility 21:17 33:13
34:22 51:12

possible 24:12 31:24
56:21 68:20

possibly 34:13
potential 18:19 20:13

30:8 50:11
potentially 18:22 20:13

22:25 26:3 40:9,19,19
46:16 59:8 65:17
78:21

power 21:5 49:5 63:13
PowerPoint 40:5,11,21

40:25
precipitation 16:13

predict 45:4
predicting 41:12
preparations 32:4

60:16
prerequisites 6:7
present 1:19 70:25
presented 76:18 77:2
press 53:11,13 67:1
pretty 8:17 19:6 31:1

36:25 38:8 46:9,11
61:4 75:14

preventing 78:8
previous 5:2 75:23
previously 6:12 18:17

55:18 71:25
primarily 23:18 24:8

27:2,4 31:16 37:18
39:15 52:22

primary 22:17 25:24
43:20 59:4 68:12
72:16 73:9

principal 75:13 76:7
79:17

prior 12:13 29:24 53:11
53:25 55:3,6 62:9
63:9

priority 13:9,10
probability 18:8 41:2

68:21
probable 68:14 71:16
probably 42:19 46:9,25

55:11 59:1 67:2
proceed 11:1 12:25
process 40:16 74:10
produced 1:24
product 41:8
profile 16:11 23:24
program 38:11 41:17

41:21 43:16,17,22
progressively 21:1
projecting 16:9
prolonged 30:2
proper 27:8 43:13
properly 61:8
props 15:16
propulsion 21:6
prosecuting 63:7
protect 60:5
provide 26:10 79:22
provided 1:25 44:12

76:13 78:22
providing 25:22 44:15

76:7
public 25:14 54:5 76:12
publicly 53:8
Puerto 32:13
pull 26:9 31:25 39:5
pulled 27:1 32:9 55:4



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

89

pulling 33:15
pure 58:18
push 37:20
pushed 67:25
pushing 32:14 44:19
put 13:15 38:12 39:24

40:24 43:8 47:1,5
48:18 55:19 59:18
66:5 74:9

putting 30:4

Q
qualifications 5:21

26:23
qualified 26:24
question 45:12 47:10

47:10,23 60:20 64:16
65:1

questions 4:8 6:23
12:19 22:9 31:9 32:20
41:1 66:24 69:23
71:20 77:17,25 78:6

quick 29:19,20 42:21
quickly 48:17 54:3
quite 8:1 42:4

R
radar 16:12 49:13 50:14

52:10 72:13 74:1,5
raft 9:11 66:11
rails 78:18
rain 28:16 60:7
rambling 60:20
ramp 79:4
ran 38:25
range 9:19 62:21
rapidly 31:24
rationale 40:14
reached 14:13 41:17,21

44:25 51:10
reading 61:15
ready 17:16 19:1 27:4

29:15
real 42:21 45:4
realized 52:12
really 7:7 22:5 23:14,14

29:9 40:18 42:10,18
45:1 48:17 51:10
57:17 60:3,10 64:12
64:13 65:1 67:20,21
67:22 68:2,5 72:9,9

reasonable 45:19
recall 6:13 8:25 10:18

16:16 19:5 20:6,10
21:3 42:12,15 66:4
67:8,10

receive 63:22
received 12:22 17:11

36:7
recognized 52:12
Recognizing 33:11
recollection 74:15
recommendation 68:23

77:3
Reconnaissance 14:14
record 42:21 47:18
recorder 77:20
recording 34:24 35:11
recover 29:4 42:9 49:16

66:19
recovered 9:10 42:18

51:2 58:16 64:19 65:7
65:9 75:18

recurrence 78:8
refer 45:24
references 74:23
refuel 29:13
refueled 29:14
refueling 29:15
Region 7:20,20
Regional 7:19
register 12:15
registered 36:13
regular 5:11 8:15 12:5

14:12
reidentified 74:1
related 36:2,4
relative 17:9
relatively 28:13 55:14
relayed 13:19,21 35:7

35:17 36:8
release 76:3
relocate 42:9 57:3
rely 44:14
remained 76:6
remains 56:18,24 57:3

57:6,10,21 58:3,5,8
60:13 64:5,11,23 66:9

remarkable 42:4
remember 8:23 19:17

19:18 29:19 36:20
73:11,11 74:20 78:17

remembering 35:18
render 16:23
replace 29:23
reported 9:18 24:14

28:19 32:3 34:8 52:12
56:18,20 57:1,22
61:25 62:4

reporting 16:5,7 50:2
reports 66:18
representative 2:17
representatives 48:21
representing 53:25
requested 14:15 28:10
requests 20:1

requirement 5:16,17
requirements 20:16
requires 63:13
rescue 3:11,16 5:3,19

5:19,22 6:19 7:5 20:1
24:14,20 27:10 60:7
71:5 72:4,5

Resolute 32:13 66:3,21
resolution 36:18,18
resolved 4:20
resources 3:25 7:22

14:20 26:5,7 27:15
respond 7:9 9:9
responded 32:5 57:16

58:14
response 4:2 5:23 7:7

7:17,20 9:17 16:20
19:25 25:15 27:3,5
78:11,14

responsible 7:14
rest 36:25 67:1
result 65:20
resulting 44:16
results 75:9
resumed 47:18
return 29:13 52:7 74:5
returned 41:11
returning 56:15
review 37:14
Rico 32:13
ride 58:4
right 5:9 6:21 10:3,15

11:25 13:16 14:25
15:20 16:5,21 17:5
19:23 22:9 25:1,6
30:12 31:12,13 36:15
37:5,7 42:11,23 43:1
44:5 45:24 46:4 54:13
54:21 56:11 57:20
58:8 62:3 63:1,5 64:1
65:3 67:16 69:10
71:13 75:5,5

rings 50:22
ripped 65:10,14
risk 29:25 30:4
role 7:13
rolling 61:4
ROLO 73:14 74:9
Rose 58:15
rough 29:1
rougher 15:7
RRTs 7:19
rule 33:16 34:22 51:23
ruled 33:24
rules 29:8
Rum 40:2
run 15:19 65:17
running 48:22

rusty 46:9

S
safe 37:21
safely 59:17
safest 58:25
safety 1:1,25 17:4

34:24 48:1 52:23 70:2
Salvador 40:2
Salvia 3:3
Samana 14:7 16:1,6

40:1
San 40:2
sank 9:7 21:15 45:21

50:24 52:16,21 58:15
58:19 61:17 78:19

SAR 2:6,19 4:14 5:2 6:8
6:9,16,17 7:1 11:15
24:2 26:16 27:20
38:15 41:16 60:20
67:10 76:11,15 79:20

SAROPS 38:3 41:4,7,12
41:20 42:22,22,25
43:11,19 45:9 46:25
47:13,23

SARs 35:13
sat 17:5
SatC 13:13 17:2
saturate 67:21 68:3
saturated 75:13
Saturday 32:24 38:1

42:4 45:22 48:13
49:14 51:5,6,7 73:12
73:15 74:11,14,15

Savannah 3:20 18:21
save 60:15
saw 49:12 59:9 65:6,9
saying 22:25 30:20
says 25:23
scenario 38:5
scenarios 58:24 59:9

60:23 61:19 68:20
scene 28:25 29:24

48:18 56:24 66:2,22
scheduled 8:15
school 3:7,7,8
scuttle 35:19
scuttled 66:11,13
sea 13:7,8 16:13 45:14

55:15 60:6 64:7 66:6
Seamen's 69:16 70:22
search 3:10,16 5:3,18

5:19,22 6:1,4 7:5
16:11,12 20:1 24:1,19
27:9 28:20,21,24 30:3
31:18 32:17 33:17
34:20 37:16,21 38:2,7
38:16 39:12,22 40:13



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

90

40:23 41:7,10,18 42:5
42:8 43:9,11,15,16,20
44:13 45:18,19 47:6
47:10,25 48:7,9 49:13
49:23,23,25 50:1,5,9
50:9,10 51:10,13,17
51:25 52:4,10,22 55:9
55:18 56:16 59:4
60:24 66:10,20 67:20
68:1,7,11,12,19,25
70:10 71:6,15 72:16
73:8,9,16,24,25 74:2
74:7 75:12,13,22,25
76:1,5,7,15,20 77:10

searches 33:18 39:25
54:23 55:2,2 76:8,8

searching 71:10 75:9
76:21 77:5

seas 16:9 28:20 49:12
49:13 50:4 59:14

second 9:18 19:13 28:8
29:13,16 30:4 36:19
36:20 39:18 55:19

secret 33:21 75:7
Section 33:22
Sector 69:17,18
secure 35:20
secured 61:8
security 12:17 13:3

23:17 36:5 61:11 62:9
see 6:24 8:7 22:24

23:13 38:6 40:3 46:19
57:12,13 60:23 62:20
63:21 67:12

seeing 30:22,22
seen 52:12 66:14,16
selection 41:18
self-load 56:23
send 29:12
sending 13:14 66:18
senior 5:4 11:10
sense 62:23 63:10
sensors 38:7
sent 19:22,24 24:17

69:24
separation 43:7 53:14
seriously 32:24
seriousness 13:12
serves 12:14 16:8
Services 1:17 2:12
session 67:9,9
set 4:10 55:2 57:21 58:2
setting 70:9
Seven 2:5 6:19 7:21
Seventh 1:10 27:21
severe 31:1
shaking 29:3
shared 53:23

sheens 56:6
shift 37:24 39:22 50:9
shifted 39:23 70:20,21
shifting 44:22 52:22
ship 9:14,17,20 21:19

24:9 31:15,19 32:5
33:14 34:21 36:5
39:13,15 46:19,22
47:5 50:24 55:6 57:23
58:11,18,20,24,25
59:15,19 60:15,16,22
62:13 63:6,17,20
64:21 78:21,23

ship's 17:10
Shipping 2:14
shoot 71:24
shooting 57:17
shore 40:4
shoreline 39:25
shortly 39:19
show 40:12
showed 43:4 66:3
shrimping 16:20
sick 79:10
side 23:13 34:16 46:8

51:21
sightings 50:13
signal 62:11 63:13
signals 36:9
significant 46:11 49:1
signs 30:9 50:17
similar 15:11 58:2
similarly 48:11
sinking 2:7
sir 79:13
sitting 30:11 31:12

46:18
situation 26:8 27:14

66:18
situations 19:2
six 20:16,23 75:25
size 41:18 48:4,7 64:12
SJH 25:21
skip 50:20
SLDMB 57:1 73:21
SLDMBs 44:6,7
slight 37:23
slightly 44:21
small 5:9
smart 15:15
SMC 4:10,22 5:15 6:15

27:19
SMCs 4:11,13
snorkel 60:11
solely 52:1
solution 38:20 41:6
somewhat 58:12
sooner 78:22

sorry 21:24 22:1 53:17
59:23 71:25

sort 33:7
sortee 29:13,16 55:19

75:24
sortees 75:24
source 22:14,16,18
south 7:11 8:5 14:2

15:22 31:22 32:7,8,13
39:23 44:11,20 50:10
61:12 62:15 63:6
73:14

southeast 52:7
space 48:19 73:1
spacing 43:14
speaking 44:4
Specialist 4:14 41:16

79:21
specific 41:18,20 43:15

47:24 48:9 55:1
specifically 20:5,9

35:10 37:17 47:23
speculate 60:18 78:12
speculation 58:18
speed 38:1
spent 45:13 57:17

59:24
spinning 44:20
split 51:24
spoke 43:22
spotted 46:3 49:15
spray 28:16,20 60:7
Squadron 14:14 72:4,5
square 8:6
SRU 24:1
SS 9:6 11:15 12:17

16:15 19:25 41:24
50:17 51:12,23 52:2
52:13,15 68:9 74:4
78:19

stability 61:7
stable 35:22
staff 11:10 23:3,5 26:19

26:22 69:19 76:13
77:1 79:19

stamp 34:5,6
stand 16:24
stand-up 25:24
standard 3:17 11:7

16:19 79:1
standards 27:9
stander 36:4
standers 11:12 12:24

13:10 35:2 79:18
standing 5:4 6:6 48:15
stands 19:18
Star 58:14
start 4:11 22:13 23:9

32:24 41:6 43:6 48:14
79:20

started 13:13 31:23
32:10,14 33:2 48:20
52:18 54:22,23 55:17
55:22 66:17,20 67:21
68:5 70:20 71:14

starting 31:6
state 16:13
stated 8:1 18:17 58:21

74:21
station 3:9,15,20 5:5

6:12,13 14:20 18:4,10
18:12,18 23:8,10
28:10 29:5,7 39:17
68:1

stationed 5:10
stations 18:25
status 17:9,10,14
stay 21:2 24:12 57:24

59:19
stayed 28:24
steamed 9:17 32:7,8
steel 51:18
stood 26:4,7,15
stopping 44:20
stored 46:21
storm 14:5 15:4 17:21

18:8,15,19 19:3 22:13
22:21,22 23:8,12,13
23:14,22 28:12 29:18
31:12,24 37:23 39:3,4
44:16,17,19 45:20,21
49:20 50:14,16 51:3
52:6,9 63:23

storms 22:25 60:8
Straits 23:12
straps 79:9
stretch 60:1
stretched 41:4
strict 78:14
strictly 78:14
strobe 57:18,18,18
stroke 9:14,18
strong 33:3 59:2
structure 46:22
stuff 34:15 45:14 47:1

54:14 62:5
styrofoam 55:12
subsequent 53:20
suffered 9:14
suggestions 78:7
suit 48:3 56:17,19 57:7

57:11,19 59:23,23,24
65:11

suits 55:22 57:5 58:1
59:8 64:17 65:13 68:9
75:17



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

91

summer 4:24
sun 37:3
Sunday 31:19 51:4,8,10

53:1 54:9 66:1,2,2,3
67:8 74:18

sunk 32:25 45:16
sunset 22:4 71:10 76:2

76:9,21 77:6
super 46:22
superior 39:12
Supervisor 6:10
Supervisor's 5:19
supervisory 26:19
support 72:1
supposed 18:20 19:7

23:8
sure 19:6 20:18 22:12

28:18 29:10 40:10,20
40:22 51:13 53:10
56:12 66:10 70:13

surface 13:15 16:7,12
16:14,15 17:5 31:22
39:5,12 52:10 60:4,10
65:16 66:18,20 75:25

Surpic 16:22
surprise 36:14,17
survival 48:3 55:22

56:17,19 57:4,7,19
58:1 59:23,24 65:13
68:3,9,14 71:16,18
75:17 78:15,24

survived 79:11
survivor 56:21,25 57:10
survivors 9:10 30:8

54:15 58:5,8 64:23
66:8 68:13,22 75:10

suspend 40:16 71:10
76:21 77:5

suspended 71:5,6 74:8
suspension 71:7,21

74:24 75:4 76:15
77:10,16

sustain 20:15
swamped 41:23
swap 9:12
swath 52:8 74:24
sweep 43:13 72:13
Sweetgum 3:4
swim 58:3
swimmers 60:8
system 26:25 53:22

T
T-2 61:17
table 2:9
tables 71:17
tabs 24:13
TAD 11:9

take 6:5 32:1 66:12
taken 13:4 61:5
takes 4:15
talk 43:23 60:9 70:16

78:10,11,11
talked 43:8,23,24 45:6

45:6 54:25 61:11 78:5
talking 9:25 45:9 46:1

79:2
tangential 58:12
tangled 66:7
tank 46:3,7,18,21 47:11

48:6,10
Tankers 61:17
tapes 35:13
target 74:1
targets 73:3
Team 7:17 26:4
Teams 7:20
Technical 4:14 41:16

79:20
Telexes 13:14
tell 28:7 44:15 57:6,9

71:18
temperature 62:21
tenor 70:9,10
terminate 71:5
Thank 2:20 77:18 79:23

80:3
thanks 27:11 38:14
theater-wide 72:12
thing 2:8 16:21 31:20

32:9 37:11,12 44:18
58:23 73:22 78:9

things 7:11 15:16,17
18:22 26:6 29:3 35:18
40:8 49:21 69:24

think 9:11 10:7 15:10
19:5 23:19 25:9 30:21
37:24 38:13 42:19
44:24 45:7 46:14,14
53:19 54:19 57:20
64:18 66:1 67:7,12
69:14 70:5 72:7 74:8
78:3,20 79:9,17

thinking 22:20 32:24
51:9

third 25:4 39:21 73:16
third-hand 13:20
thirds 15:12
thought 23:20 28:22

46:12 48:25 58:21
60:12 63:3 74:21

three 3:12,14 9:9 14:17
24:25 25:6 39:6 42:5
42:7 48:21 49:15 55:2
62:8 75:14,24

three-quarters 65:10

Thursday 8:8,10 9:5
10:8,9,11,11,13 21:20
21:21 22:2,3,4 27:22
32:1 33:2,22 34:7,12
36:7 59:2 61:10 71:14

tied 54:4 59:19
tiled 39:8
time 2:4 8:10,14,24

16:7,9,17 17:11 18:24
20:16,21 21:1 25:10
25:18 29:8,21 30:2
32:14 33:5 34:4,5,6
36:20 44:20 45:14,14
49:18 55:24 56:5,14
57:3 58:19 59:1,24
63:23 69:14 71:16,19
77:6,18 78:22

times 68:14
titles 27:12
Todd 1:7 2:6,18 47:21

80:1
told 15:21 21:12 39:1

40:8 46:2 76:20
tomorrow 25:23,24

51:22
tone 70:9,10
tool 38:3 41:12 43:20
top 16:5 41:4 55:19

71:18
topped 38:10
topside 45:14
tossed 31:6
tot 60:21
TOTE 1:17 2:12 24:24

34:24 35:7 46:11
48:14 50:21,25 52:15
53:19 61:25 69:3,8,12
69:14 70:24 76:18

tour 3:10
tow 73:19 74:10
towers 62:19 63:24
towing 73:13
track 17:20 18:7,15

22:18,21,22 43:13
52:3 73:2

tracked 61:9
tracker 34:9
tracking 46:25 61:24

73:15
train 63:2
trained 27:2,3
training 5:14,20 7:15
transcriber 2:9
transcript 1:24 77:24
transparency 54:4
transparent 49:4
transport 9:19
Transportation 1:1,25

Traverse 3:10,11
trending 62:15 63:6
tried 57:24 63:16
trips 3:13,13,14
troubling 50:18
try 13:10 23:6,12 30:9

69:24
trying 13:13 31:17 33:9

39:15 44:18 48:5
60:15,22 63:17,19,21
65:5,11 67:7 78:25

Tuesday 4:19 67:6,13
67:15,15,16,17,20
68:4,5,16 71:8,8 72:8
72:8,9,10,19,20,21

tug 73:13 74:9
tugs 24:25 65:18 66:1

66:19 76:6
tumbling 64:8
turbulence 31:1,5
Turks 17:18
turn 30:15,20 37:25
twice 6:14 19:11 48:23

64:12 70:16
two 3:13,13,19,23 4:12

9:6 14:17 15:11 17:17
18:17 19:8 25:4 28:15
44:3 45:8 50:2 54:3
60:23 61:14 67:22,23
72:3 75:13,17

type 65:12
types 26:6
typical 4:18
typically 8:12 40:24

U
U.S 1:18,21 2:15
Um-hum 25:20 27:18

49:17 67:4
umbrella 7:8
unable 16:10 32:2
unclassified 51:16
underneath 7:8
understand 79:1
understanding 15:14

21:8 22:20 28:13 77:4
unidentifiable 57:22
Union 69:16 70:22
unit 18:12,13 26:8,8,16

27:14,15
unknown 73:3
unlocated 12:15 36:13
unnecessary 30:4
unreliable 34:18,20
update 12:4 46:3 49:1

69:20
updated 28:5
updates 22:14



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

92

updating 40:21
USCG 1:10
use 7:23 23:6 39:11

45:1 51:22 77:12
usually 65:1

V
validate 74:14
vector 38:18
vectors 42:24
verify 57:18
vessel 9:7 12:18 13:11

13:16,18 14:1 15:20
15:24 16:17,20 21:11
21:15 23:7,16 24:9,11
25:14 28:4 32:3,25
33:4,6,10,15,17 34:6
34:14 35:21,22 38:5
38:25 39:8 45:16,20
46:13,16 47:25 48:11
49:25 50:13 51:18
52:21 55:5,7 58:15,16
58:19,22 63:13

vessel's 23:17
vessels 9:9 32:6 48:4

61:15
vicinity 23:15 30:12

40:1 73:16
victim 9:18
visibility 28:16 50:3
visual 16:10 28:14,15

28:23
voice 34:23 35:10
voices 2:10
voyage 78:12

W
wall 39:21
want 4:7,9 9:23 46:8

48:6 53:11 56:7 65:25
73:12 75:24 77:15

wanted 20:18,18 21:23
22:5 23:14 29:4 30:7
31:23,25 32:15 39:11
39:14,20 40:3,10,20
59:5 70:12

warm 64:10
Washington 3:16,23
wasn't 13:16 29:20

34:10 36:13 37:3 41:4
46:18 49:13 52:19
57:19 60:14 62:11
63:3,5 75:3

waste 46:20
watch 3:3 11:12 12:4,24

13:10 26:15,15 27:9
35:2 36:4 37:12,13
40:8 43:3,10 76:22

79:18
watches 48:15
watching 16:4
water 13:4 41:13 44:10

45:13 46:21 48:2,3
57:5 59:8,12,18,22,25
60:4,7,10 61:5 64:10
66:5 68:16 73:7

waves 57:7 61:1,1
waving 56:21
way 13:22 21:15 22:11

23:19 28:11,12 30:10
38:12,17 44:22 45:4
47:1,5,13 56:20 57:6
59:17 63:20 64:3
65:10,19 72:14,14,22
75:8

we're 22:7 47:15 71:21
we've 47:7
weather 10:25 14:14

15:7 16:4 17:10 22:12
22:14,16 30:15,17
33:19 49:14,19 57:17

weatherunderground
22:24

Webb 1:18 2:15,15 4:9
4:15,21 5:1,11,14 6:9
6:15,17,21 9:23 10:2
10:4 12:22 17:2,4
21:3,8 22:11,12 23:2
23:25 24:3 26:21,21
27:11,16,19,23 32:19
32:23,23 33:24 34:1
34:23 35:2,5,8,12,15
40:5 41:3,3 43:21,21
44:1,5 45:3,7 51:5
53:7,7 55:24 57:12,13
64:5,5,14 74:22,22
75:15

Wednesday 1:8 2:3
47:20 71:10 75:20,21

week 4:17 5:20 70:20
weekend 4:19
welded 46:18
went 3:1,7,9,11,15,19

6:9,11 21:12 41:5
43:10 44:10,10 47:17
56:5 67:2,2 74:9
76:18 78:12

weren't 14:10 16:13
18:16 21:13 29:10
57:2 73:17 75:10

west 23:11 37:24 39:23
44:21 50:10

WHAM's 62:11
white 28:20
whiteboard 37:16 43:4
whoever's 60:12

width 43:13
willing 13:21 14:5
wind 38:10,12,17,21

44:23 50:3
wind-driven 44:23
windage 50:11 55:13
window 9:16
winds 16:7 28:19 30:23

61:3
Wing 18:11
wishing 78:17
woken 67:12
work 8:11,13,15 36:20

37:1 44:19 57:1 66:20
70:20

worked 5:13 8:24 25:11
working 44:18 65:18
works 7:13,17,22
worse 17:13 18:22 50:6
wound 42:16 43:2
wrapped 32:7
wrong 78:12

X

Y
Yeah 24:4 28:3
year 3:10,23 4:2,3,24
years 2:25 3:13,17,19

3:23 5:5
Yep 51:1
yield 75:9
Yorktown 5:21
Yucatan 8:4

Z
zipped 65:7,11 75:17

0
04:00 34:10,12 61:21

62:1
08:00 52:25 69:3
09:00 48:23
09:22 2:4

1
1 1:5 22:8,10 29:11 36:7
1.8 8:5
10 20:24
10:00 53:13 67:1
10:33 47:15,18
10:49 47:18,19
100 13:17 15:25 30:14

30:22,24 52:5,6
11:54 79:25 80:5
12 9:8 71:16
12:00 46:2
120 16:7 71:18

130Js 18:18
14 1:9 2:3 4:6
140 30:23
14th 47:19
15 13:5 35:21 46:10

60:25
15:00 52:16 70:19
16:00 48:23
17:30 8:21 70:20,21
18:00 8:21 37:13 69:16

70:18,22
1987 3:1
1991 3:2
1992 6:5,5
1995 3:8
1st 8:8 9:4 10:1,2,10,12

10:13 62:2,7 71:14

2
2 31:12 59:2
20 16:9 46:10 61:1,2
20:00 24:23 25:8 67:2
2000 4:2
2001 58:14
2014 4:24,24 6:10,11
2015 1:5,9 2:4
24 33:3 37:17
25 14:7 15:22 16:3 50:3
2nd 28:8,9,10 36:21

49:11

3
3 33:12 35:19 37:25

39:1 42:2,3 59:2 61:5
3,000 28:17
30 16:9 32:4 46:10 50:3

56:19 59:14
300 38:5
33 64:23
36 7:14 59:14
3rd 48:14 74:12,14

4
4 33:12 54:17,18 57:25

59:1
4:00 61:10
4:06 36:13
40 9:8 30:25 38:10,21

39:1 59:15 61:2
45 38:18 50:12
46 2:25

5
5 54:16
50 25:14 48:9 50:3
500 52:8
5th 53:3,6 56:2,5 66:25



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

93

6
60 18:20 28:5 42:17
600 16:20
65 32:16
6th 67:15,17,20 71:23

7
7:00 8:13,17 10:23

71:12
7:05 8:18
7:30 12:14 71:14
7:33 12:14
70 31:25
700 73:13
707 72:11
7th 75:20,22

8
8 73:22
8:00 34:7 36:23 37:1

53:12 66:25 70:19
8:04 34:7
8:15 11:2,3,4 12:9,9
80 38:12
800 45:19 51:17

9



C E R T I F I C A T E 

MATTER: El Faro Incident 
Accident No. DCA16MM001 
Interview of Capt. Todd Coggeshal l 
Miami, FL 

DATE : 10-14-15 

94 

I hereby certify that the attached transcription of 

page 1 to 94 inclusive are to the best of my 

professional ability a true, accurate, and complete 

record of the above referenced proceedings as 

contained on the provided audio recording; further 

that I am neither counsel for, nor related to, nor 

employed by any of the parties to this action in 

which this proceeding has taken place; and further 

that I am not financially nor otherwise interested 

in the outcome of the action. 

(202) 234-4433 

NEAL R. GROSS 
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE , NW 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 




